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PFAFF 


Talugeselecalaye 
the newest member of the 
Pfaff embroidery family: 






Pfaff creative’’® 


The Pfaff creative"”° includes all of the wondertul features you’ve come to expect from a Pfaff 
top-of-the-line embroidery machine, like Precise Positioning, Stitch Creator, Automatic Stitch 
Building in the hoop and more. Plus, if you buy before December 31, 2005, you'll also receive: 





e the Pfaff creative GRAND HOOP - FREE! 

@ StitchLink, the wireless design transfer device from silex technology — FREE! 
© creative 3D Artist software — FREE! 

¢ a CD with over 250 designs — FREE! 


Don’t miss this great opportunity to own the best embroidery machine on the market! Visit your 


local Pfaff dealer today! To find the dealer nearest you, visit our web site at www.pfaffusa.com. 
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RUTH CIEMNOCZOLOWSKI | (“embel- 
lishments”) loves needles—sewing needles, knitting 
needles, beading needles—anything with a pointed end 
that has to do with fiber arts. She learned to sew at age 
4, and today she makes costumes for children’s theater 
and advertising agencies, among other clients, and sews 
masterful wedding gowns. When she’s not instructing 
people on the pronunciation of her last name (Sim-in- 
oh-sal-ow-ski) in her hometown of Omaha, Neb., you'll 
always find her with some kind of needle in her hand. 


JENNIFER SAUER (“Make a Muslin”) didn’t 
start sewing until her sophomore year of college. After 
completing an English degree and working as an editor 
for a few years, Jen left her job and drove cross country 
to San Francisco on a whim, where she enrolled in an 
intensive 1 %-year course at the Fashion Institute of De- 
sign and Merchandising. A job posting on Monster.com 
brought her to Threads, where she is now an associate 
editor. “For me, it’s the perfect job,” she says. “What could 
be better than going to work and talking, writing, and 
editing about what | love most?” 


RUTH FRESIA (“Sewing is a Family Tradition”) 
made her first garments, pedal pushers and a blouse 
with flat-felled seams, at the age of 11. From there, she 
went on to become a high school English teacher, a cus- 
tom dressmaker, a picture framer, a costume stitcher, 
leader of a Brownie troop, a wedding cake decorator, 
a graduate student, a knitwear designer, a professor of 
mathematics, and, of course, the mother to Threads asso- 
ciate editor Carol Fresia, as well as two other daughters. 
Along the way, she’s sewed lots of clothes for admiring 
and appreciative family and friends. 


CAROL FRESIA (“Sewing is a Family Tradition”) 
started her first garment, a brown, flowered, quilted 
jumper, in her seventh-grade home economics class. “It 
was hideous,” she said. “Il never finished it.” Carol’s sew- 
ing lapsed during college, and she didn't start again un- 
til after she completed her doctorate in art history, got 
married, and had her first child. “Il needed to fix a pair of 
kids’ pants,” she says. “And that started my obsession all 
over again.” A chance visit to the Threads website and a 
listing for a job opening brought her to the magazine, 
where she is now an associate editor. 
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800.466. 1599 sewingworkshop.com 
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www.sew-brite.com 


Modular design, single unit 
measures 22"x22"x36" high 
with total storage, easily 
combined to make size & 


Aurifl Chread Tl 
108 Colors 
12 spools/month - 9 months 
$35 - 2 spools Free* 


www.cottonclub.com 


62% The Cotton Club 


PO Box 2263 
Boise, ID 83701 
cottonédcottonclub.com 
Voice 208.345.5567 


*per month, plus postage 
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KAI SCISSORS 


Gift Sets Now Available 






KAtSSCISSORS 
Gar Ty SET 






FREE 
SHIPPING 






www.kaiscissors.com 
1-800-481-4943 
SHEAR PRECISION SCISSOR CO. 






800-252-0276 





You've got stash? 
We've got storage! 


shape to suit your needs. 
Molded of structured resins. 





~ . \Individual modules ship 


y | assembled by truck. Six 
ra modules will create a cutting 
. € table 44"x66"x36" high 
aa . 
|! - 7 Z 


| (pictured right). Four modules 
plus 17° wide shelving units 
create a 44°x61°x36” high 
table with storage for bulky 
items (pictured left). Storage | 
$67104 caddies sold separately. 





$67006 
The ABSOLUTE ULTIMATE cutting/cratt table 
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128 Page | 

: Full Color 

- Quilting Catalog 
From America’s 
Favorite Quilt Shop! 


Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and 
I quilting goodies you could wish for. Send your 
J name & address today! Your catalog will be 
mailed without delay. Send to: 


| {Keepsake Quilting, 
| Dept. TM1005, PO Box 1618 

: Center Harbor, NH 03226-1618 

; 1-800-865-9458 

L www.keepsakequilting.com Jj 
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TAUNTON TRADE COMPANY 
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FALL 2005 Fare Tahiti Fabrics 


CHANTILLY, VA 


Hawaiian Print, Tropical, & 
Sept..29, 50'S ct. 1 


Exotic Fabrics from Around 


CHICAGO, IL the World 


October 6, 7 & 8 


OVERLAND PARK, KS 


October 13, 14 & 15 on the Big Island of Hawai'i 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
November 10, 11 & 12 
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EXHIBITS 
SHOPPING 


=< www.faretahiti.com 
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Come Explore... 


Discover ...fabrics not readily 
available elsewhere 
Uncover... unique & unusual textures 
specialty & designer fabrics 


ALL at discounted prices! 
Sign up for our free 


swatch offer at our 
website! 
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www.sawyerbrook.com/backroom 
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www.sewingexpo.com 
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toll- free: 877-287-3449 





continued 


custom fit... 


but there is always more to learn. And 
fitting tips are always useful. 

I think Jean Haas is an absolute genius 
for using tape to make a pattern from 
ready-to-wear! I can't wait to do that! 

Have I gushed enough? Do you get the 
idea that I love your magazine? Thanks 
so much for a wonderful issue! 

—SandiRoe, via email 
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J always look forward to going to my 


local bookstore to purchase Threads 


COUTURE SEWING SCHOOL 
magazine. Well, I may not be doing that wi 


Seen Khab ee 


Couture Sewing Seminars in 
Baltimore, St. Louis, Sacramento 
and San Francisco 
and 
Couture Tour to Paris in 


anymore after seeing your last issue. 
When has this magazine become a 
“how to” for such mundane things as 





what pins to use? For a pin cushion to 






grace the cover belies your previous im- 
age and branding of an “haute couture” 






www. wildginger.com 







sewing source for the experienced and November 2005 . (888) 929-9453 
d ee Box 51, Long Green, Maryland 21092 
7 a ; «c . 99 (410) 592-5711 4 Fax \4 LO) 592 ‘OY | ) | a i 
I don't need to know how to “drive E-mail: SKhalje(@aol.com Se Wild Ginger Software ine 
L q j i 





my sewing machine, and I learned to do 
piping in my eighth-grade sewing class. . READER SERVICE NO. 43 
Wake up or you will lose a lot more 


Website: SusanKhalie.com 







Sew. More. Now 





customers than me. From now on, I will 
browse your magazine in the bookstore 
and return it to the rack. 

—Sagecapp1, via email 
Velvets ff i 


Just writing to say how much I like 





your magazine. I learned some very : | 
rudimentary sewing skills in junior high Chiifons | 
school (more years ago than Id like to ° 
admit!) and I only sewed sporadically Satins 
for years. Recently, I've started again P ; t 

rints 


and find Threads to be very useful—like 
several sewing classes in every issue. I 
keep all the back copies, because I never 
know when an article that didn't inter- 
est me much at the time will suddenly 
be just what I need to finish a project. 
—Rhoda Potter, via email 


and Much More 


’ a ae f | 

Thai Silks! 

252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA 94022 _ 
(800) 722-SILK 


Tel: (650) 948-8611 ¢ Fax: (650) 948-3426 


silks @thaisilks.com 





Specials for Stores, Artists, 


To save space CB center back | Dressmakers = ot 
ret | www.thaisilks.com 
we sometimes CF center front ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
abbreviate these s.a. seam allowance | for $40 plus shipping Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 
frequently used = RS_ right side 
terms. WS wrong side Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually Free Brochure Call Toll Free 
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Presented by: WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 


march 
2,3,.4&5 


Western Washington Fairgrounds 
Puyallup, Washington 


The nation’s largest sewing show is 
now even bigger! 

= Exciting Hands On Seminars DAILY 
= Even More Exhibitors 

— Popular TV Personalities 

=> Expanded NEW Facilities 

Mark Your Calendar Today 


For more information, call 
Washington State University 
Conferences & Professional Programs 





253-445-4632 
www.sewexpo.com 
WASHING’ TON STATE 
f4 LJNIVERSITY 





Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance 


may be reported through your local Extension office. 
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Make it Personal foday with Monogram SP! 





For more information, visit your local Pantograms Home Products Dealer 
or visit us at www.MonogramSP.com. 


Embroidery Magic 2 


Monogram SP 





Tolearn more about dealership availability, contact Pantograms at 
{800} 872-1555 ext 233. Reference tracking #PH10005 when you speak to 
your account manager. 
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INTERFACING 
HANDBOOK 


For anyone who grew up 
on plain old non-woven, PPI oct 





sew-in interfacing, wf 
Louise Cutting’s offer- 4 
ings, swatched and Pesto 
described in this com- rs 
bination handbook/ rm ——- 


order form, will be SS 


almost mind-bog- 

gling. Among the 29 different varieties 
(many available in more than one color), 
you’re bound to find one that will suit 
any project or fabric. Many of the prod- 
ucts Louise carries are identical to those 
used in the high-end ready-to-wear in- 
dustry and aren’t available through most 
retail outlets. There’s no longer any need 
to use whatever interfacing you have on 
hand and risk spoiling a garment. (Inter- 
facing kit: $17.95, cuttinglinedesigns.com). 


Oil injector 


ou love your machines and you want to treat them right — 

which means giving them a regular dose of oil. But no matter 

how adept you are with that little bottle of oil that came with 
the machine, you always manage to get droplets all over. No longer: 
The Needle Tip Oiler, from Marathon Thread, squirts oil just where 
you want it from its hypodermic point. It’s particularly good for 
getting inside a serger. And you can refill it when the oil gets low. 
How slick is that? ($3.50; marathonthread.com; 800-984-7323.) 





Sewing lessons at home 


Finding a sewing class that’s sewing pajamas, making hand- 
local and works with your busy bags, quilting, and home-deco- 
schedule can be difficult, but rating sewing. Some include 
you can now enjoy learning a project instructions, patterns, 


variety of sewing skills at home, and other printable materials 
with a line of instructional DVDs —_ to enhance the learning experi- 
issued by Hip Line Media. Each ence. ($24.99; hiplinemedia. 
DVD provides a focused lesson COM; 310-922-7111). 

on topics such as pants fitting, 
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A sewing tote that stands alone 


kyburst.com, a com- 

pany that specializes 

in items for home orga- 
nization, has added sewing 
bags to its line. Like tradi- 
tional knitting bags, these 
sewing totes have sturdy 
wooden frames that hold the 
bag up and open when it’s set 
on the floor. You can see and 
reach your tools, and every- 
thing stays organized thanks 
to a variety of interior pockets 


on the 


7 ~lOa 


Threads will have a booth at 
the shows listed below. If you 
attend, please stop by to say 
hello. 








SEPTEMBER 30, 
OCTOBER 1, 2 


American Sewing Expo 


Novi Expo Center 

Novi, Mich. 
americansewingexpo.com 
248-889-3111 

Fax: 248-887-6020 


(and a snap-on pin-cushion). 
There are two sizes in a choice of 
canvas, nylon, or tapestry fabric. 
(Small bag, $29.95, large bag, 
$59.95; skyburst.com; 877-631- 
2922.) Skyburst also carries a good 





‘¢ SEPTEMBER 29, 30, 


selection of wooden drying racks, = OCTOBER 1 
perfect for hang-drying garments Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
or yardage. Dulles Expo Center 

Chantilly, Va. 


OCTOBER 6-8 

Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
Donald E. Stephens 
Convention Center 


“bookreview 





Patterndrafting for everyone Rosemont, Il 

Connie Crawford, teacher, de- in the book, though 

signer, and garment industry intended to be used OCTOBER 13-15 

veteran, offers instruction for for making patterns Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
any sewer—beginner to ad- from scratch, will Overland Park Convention 
vanced—interested in learning be useful for sewers Center 

to draft patterns. Her latest who wish to modify Kansas City, Kan. 

book, Patternmaking Made commercial patterns, as well. 

Easy, is both comprehensive and _— From basic garment silhouettes NOVEMBER 10-12 
systematic. Beginning with a to details like pockets, collars, Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
detailed discussion of tools and and complex shaping seams, all Sheraton Bloomington Hotel 
practices used in patternmak- aspects of flat-pattern design Minneapolis South 

ing, the text proceeds to the are explained. Minneapolis, Minn. 

drafting of various blocks, which ($95; fashionpatterns.com; sewingexpo.com 

are then used to develop fash- 928-204-9362). 800-699-6309 


Fax: 440-899-630 
ion patterns. The information aes Ya Bette 
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A NEW DIMENSION IN 


Memory Craft 11000 





WHEN THE SCREEN GOES UP, THE SHOW BEGINS. From the exclusive i-height moving screen to the robotic embroi- 
dery arm to the largest square format embroidery hoop on the market, the brand new Memory Craft 11000 gives 





a whole new dimension to your sewing, quilting and embroidery. 


A new dimension in size. The display screen, work area, and hoop area are all significantly larger. Yet thanks to the advanced 
robotics in the patented carriage arm, the entire machine is only 18” wide. And you never have to attach a bulky embroidery unit. 


Four hoops (2 standard, 2 optional} range from Free Arm 2” x 2” to Standard 5”x 4” to Square 8”x 8” and Macro 11”x 87 


A new dimension in design transfer. You get more ways to import and export designs, including direct PC connection, ATA 
PC Card, USB memory device, optional USB CD drive and optional wireless StitchLink. Wwo-way USB communication allows you 
access to designs on your computer or other device as if they were simply in another folder on your MC11000. 


A new dimension in convenience. With more than 9" of sewing arm space and a host of time-saving features, your sewing, 
quilting and embroidery hits Juxury status. Automatic thread cutter, automatic needle threader, independent bobbin winding, 
knee lift, on-board editing, 300 stitches and 122 embroidery designs built in. And only Janome has the convenience of 2-step con- 


version from sewing to embroidery. 
ENTER THE NEW DIMENSION. Test stitch a new Memory Craft 11000 at your authorized Janome dealer. 
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SEWING & ENIBROIDERY 


ROBOTIC PRECISION 


, aie" 
Janome pioneered the : 





home embroidery market over a decade ago 


i-height Adjustable Screen Move the i-height screen into the position most comfortable for you. The with the amazing Memory Craft 8000. Its 


large, high definition screen displays more than 65,000 colors for vivid, true color graphics. 





Square Embroidery The best perspective for design 
is a square, and the MC11000 has the largest square 
hoop on the market at 8"x 8". 





unique technology led to an entire line of 
industrial robots. Now Janome comes full circle 
by incorporating the precision of their robotic 
Rolling Linear Guide into the new embroidery 
arm of the MC11000. It’s a true integrated 


embroidery system. 


Bright Lighting A Full Intensity Lighting System 
gives you superior white LED lights and more points 
of coverage. 
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16 


66 


SOURCES FINE FABRICS 


NOUIONS om 


Hand-wrought 
iron sewing tools 


hese iron tools—an awl and a point turner—look 


old-fashioned, but their function is state-of-the- 
art. Designed and handcrafted by a blacksmith for 
Christine Jonson, who teaches sewing and publishes a line of 


independent patterns, they re ergomonic and ideal for improv- 


ing your sewing accuracy. Handsome to look at and handy to use, 

they're a perfect gift for any sewer who values high-quality tools. To 
prevent them from rusting, Christine recommends using them regularly 
and keeping them dry; over time, they'll develop a lovely patina. (Awl and 
collar pointer, $15 each or $25 for a set; cjpatterns.com; 248-547-1080.) 


Ele gance is mependeritly owned Tashion Pattern compa- 
bal, nies—are popular with creative sewers, and 
when it is there are lots of them available. But because 
as beautiful they’re produced by individuals, there’s not 
inside as out. ae always consistency among the patterns. 
To provide a more standardized product, 
ECO CO EUG! a number of independent designers have 
formed a business alliance; their goals are to 
embroidered organza (back cover) 
Iridescent organza with | Coral organza with tone-on- Blue organza with embroidery 
embroidery and minisequins | tone embroidery and beading and velvet appliqué 
Silk Road, Inc. The Fabric Place N.Y. Elegant Fabrics 
3910 N. Lamar Blvd. 136 Berlin Road 222 West goth Street 
Austin, Tex. 78756 Cromwell, Conn. 06416 New York, NY 10018 
512-302-0844 860-632-5744 212-302-4984 
srfabrics.com fabricplace.com nyelegant@aol.com 
THREADS 


INDEPENDENT PATTERN 
COMPANY ALLIANCE. 


“Boutique” patterns—ones published by in- 






set standards of quality and increase aware- 
ness of these patterns. Specifically, they'll 
focus on professional packaging, drafting, 
grading, and instruction sheets, so the con- 
sumer is assured of purchasing a pattern 
she can work with successfully. To find out 
more and to see a list of IPCA members, go 
to patterncompanies.com. 


‘ : 
a! 
A Fit 






A Place for Every 
olor for Every Project. 


nm the future & . 


Madeira Thread Spools (194) 
Embroidery Designs CD (82 designs) 
Treasure Chest (Teak Burl or White) 
Color Cards & Conversion Chart 
Thread Snips & Seam Ripper 





Madeira Embroidery & Quilting Thread Treasure Chest 


180 Rayon 220 yd. spools *10 Metallic 220 yd. spools FREE H €mlin e 


* 4 Bobbinfil 1650 yd. spools 


“How could you not fall in love with all 
these colors — and what a bargain!” 


jem. Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


> 9 e w 
» a Nancys Notions 
me a 2. a Www.nancysnotions.com 
Noms Promise... Call 1-800-833-0690 
se a Select Chest & Trolley color 


Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 
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Fora limited time, get this wonderful Hemline 


Sewing Machine Trolley 

FREE with your Treasure Chest 
purchase — for stylish sewing 
on-the-go. (4°79 retail value.) 


A it B 


tad 





Blue, Beige or Burgundy 
Floral Tapestry 
Choice af colors limited to stock on hand. 


298 





1,000 


in Value 


plus shipping 


Spool, 


*65 7.5 0 retail value 
$214.00 retail value 
5160.00 retail value 
510.00 retail value 
$3.00 retail value 


|, 


104450 





SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER 


Lips 


One-woman 
hem-marking device 


To mark a hem without a helper, | stretch a 
string tautly across a doorway at the desired 
hem height and tack or tape it to the jamb on 
both sides. | then dust bath powder onto the 
string. With the unhemmed garment on, | brush 
lightly against the powdered string, which 
transfers a light dusting onto the garment at 
the correct height. ! can then remove the gar- 
ment and finish the hem, and it will be perfectly 


| 
* Pole 


BEHIND A BOUND BUTTONHOLE 
I've used several methods to finish the 
backs of bound buttonholes, but I find 
the quickest and least bulky method is 
to work a machine buttonhole on the 
facing that corresponds to the bound 
buttonhole. I then stitch-in-the-ditch of 
the buttonhole lip seam to hold the lay- 
ers together. 


—Susan Hutchins, Sagamore Beach, Mass. 


PERFECT PANTS CREASE 

When you know your pants pattern fits 
perfectly and won't need any adjust- 
ments, cut out the pattern pieces and set 
the crease in the front of the pants, be- 
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best 


fore you sew any seams. When you finish 
sewing the pants, lay them on the ironing 
board with the front crease already in 
place—you'll find it a breeze to crease the 
back of the pants. 
—Stephanie Gajewski, St. Thomas, ON, 
Canada 


KEEP PINKING SHEARS IN THE PINK 
Pinking shears are a vital part of my 
sewing equipment, and I own about 
half a dozen pairs. Over the years, I've 
had trouble keeping the shears working 
properly, even with periodic sharpen- 
ing. Recently I discovered the problem: 
Lint accumulates along the edge of the 


parallel to the floor. This works great 
for skirts, dresses, and coats. 
—Bonnie Wheaton, Wheaton, Ill. 


cutting surface as well as on the little 
shelf above the cutting edges. I now use a 
soft brush to wipe away the lint, and the 
pinking shears are as good as new. 
—Fay M. Dorr, West Palm Beach, Fla. 


BONED-BODICE ALTERATION TRICK 
Taking in the sides of a lined and boned 
bodice can look daunting, but there is a 
shortcut. After separating the lining from 
the garment with a seam ripper, stitch 
the new side seam in the garment as you 
normally would. To take in the lining 
that has boning in the seam, simply sew 
a dart right next to the lining seam, mak- 
ing it the same size as the amount taken 


Photos: Sloan Howard 





PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? 
Send it in, and we'll pay you if 
we publish it. We'll also select the 
cleverest tip in each issue, and 
the winner will receive a prize 
package of sewing goodies. 


This issue’s winner receives: 


= Sewing basket with $20 gift 
certificate from Create for Less 
($39.99; createforless.com; 
866-333-4463) 


= Cleaner and conditioner for 
all fibers from Eucalan ($15; 
eucalan.com; 800-561-9731) 


® Scissors gift set from Havel’s ($51.50; 
havels.com; 800-638-4770) 


m Universal Presser Foot Lifter from 
J..M. Enterprises ($64.95; 
presserfootlifter.com; 877-542-8377) 


® Decorative Touch Hot-Fix Applicator 
with Swarovski Crystals from 
Kandi Corp ($30; l-orna.com; 
800-985-2634) 


# OTT-LITE True-Color Hawthorne Floor 
Lamp ($269.99; ottlite.com; 
800-842-8848) 


= Fray Stop Spray from Sullivans USA 
($11.49; sullivans.net/usa; 
800-862-8586) 


= Colorhue Sampler from Things 
Japanese ($35; silk things.com; 
425-821-2287) 


Fun Fabrics make easy clothes 


COUTURE FABRICS 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

(480) 949-8238 

coutfab @msn.com 


BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 
Tucson, Arizona 

(520) 795-1533 
www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.cam 


F & S FABRICS 

Los Angeles, California 
(310) 475-1637 
www.FANDSFABRICS.COM 


JANE’S FABRIQUE 

LaJolla (San Diego area), California 
(858) 459-5828 
Janesfabrique @ san.rr.com 


STONEMOUNTAIN and 
DAUGHTER FABRICS 
Berkeley (San Francisco area), Gali 
(866) 4SEW-FUN 
www.stonemountainfabric.com 





D’LEAS FABRIC & BUTTON STUDIO 


Denver, Colorado 
(303) 388-5665 
www.dleas.com 


FABRIC GALLERY 


Williamston (Lansing area), Michigan 


(517) 655-4573 
www.fabricgallery.net 


GINNY’S FINE FABRICS 
and SUPPORT GROUP 
Rochester, Minnesota 

(507) 285-9134 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 


TREADLE YARD GOODS 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
(651) 698-9690 


EUNICE FARMER FABRICS 
St. Louis, Missouri 

(314) 997-1531 
efarmer@sbcglobal.net 


KAPLAN’S FABRICS 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 531-4818 
www.kaplansfinefabrics.com 


SEW NATURAL’S 
CREATIVE TEXTILES 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
(505) 982-8389 


WAECHTER'S SILK SHOP 
Asheville, North Carolina 
(828) 252-2131 
www.waechters.com 


MULBERRY SILKS 
and FINE FABRICS 
Carrboro, North Carolina 
(Chapel Hill area), (919) 942-7455 


BANASCH’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513) 731-5757 


THREADS AT GINGERBREAD HILL 


Aurora (Cleveland area), Ohio 
(330) 562-7100 
www.threadsgingerbreadhill.com 


THE CLOTH MERCHANTS 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

(918) 760-7965 or (918) 269-4342 
theclothmerchants @ swbell.net 


LINDA’S SEWING CENTER 
Corvallis, Oregon 

(541) 757-1317 
lindassewing @ proaxis.com 


27th STREET FABRICS 
Eugene, Oregon 

(541) 345-7221 
www.27streetfabrics.com 


JOSEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 
Portland, Oregon 

(503) 224-4202 
www.josephinesdrygoods.com 


THE FABRIC PLACE 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(412) 341-8868 

fax (412) 341-8650 


THE-GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
Hurst (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 
(817) 514-6061 

www.sewitup.com 


FASHION AFFAIR 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
(801) 486-7600 
fashionaffair@ msn.com 


CURRAN DESIGNER FABRICS 
McLean (Washington D.C. area), Virginia 
(703) 556-9292 
“www.currandesignersfabrics.com 


NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 
Seattle, Washington 

(800) 443-2964 
www.nancyssewingbasket.com 


ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(780) 436-7533 
www.estees-fabrics.com 


We make you feel special. 


Insist on locally owned fabric stores 
www.finefabricstores.com 
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in at the garment seam. There's no need 

to rip out the boning or lining seam. The 

boning will line up very close to the new 

garment seam. If the side seam must 

be taken in more than an inch, sew two 

darts, one on each side of the boning. 
—Mary McCarthy, Rockledge, Fla. 


SEWING INSPIRATION FROM 

OLD MOVIES 

As creative dressmakers, we are always 
looking for inspiring new ideas, or a new 
twist on an old one. Keeping a scrapbook 
of garment pictures is one way to stir 


made look. Keep a sketch pad and pencil 
next to your remote control—it might 
just make all the difference on your next 
sewing project. 
—Héléne Muriel Doyle, 
Valcartier Village, QC, Canada 


PIPE CLEANERS CLEAN MORE 

THAN PIPES 

I have a great way to clean out difficult- 
to-reach nooks and crannies in my 
sewing machine: I use chenille stems 
(formerly known as pipe cleaners) found 
in acraft store. Theyre pliable and easily 


We will pay for all the 


ones we publish. attract the dust. Just wipe them with 


one’s imagination. I also like to sketch in- 


Threads Tips teresting garment details while watching your finger to clean them off. 

PO Box 5506 movies at home. Movie costumes of the —Cheryl Hilbrands, George, Iowa 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506 ‘30s and ‘40s (especially those by Edith 

or via email: 


Head and Adrian) often have appealing WASHAWAY TAPE HELPS 


ThreadsTips@taunton.com 





style lines and unusual dress detailing 
that can give your wardrobe a custom- 


Ege cup for pins 


Although | love my magnetic pin- 
holder, I’ve found another way to 
keep pins at—and not in—my finger- 
tips: | use a small egg cup. It’s exactly 
the right size and shape to hold my 

1 %-inch long pins with the points 
down and the heads up. The pins 

are easy todrop in as I sew along, 
and just as easy to grab when | need 
them. When the cup is full, | empty 

it onto the magnetic pin-holder, and 
all the pins land facing in the same 
direction rather than in a prickly 
heap. | keep the cup next to my sew- 
ing machine; my spill-proof magnetic 
pin-holder travels with me when | 


move around the sewing room. 
—Carol Fresia, New Fairfield, Conn. 


WITH NARROW HEMS 
To make an even, double-folded, 14-inch 
hem on hard-to-press fabrics, try using 
Wash-A-Way Wonder Tape (available at 
many fabric stores, or by mail at 
nancysnotions.com) in a 4 inch width. 
Lay a strip of tape along the raw edge of 
the fabric, on the wrong side. Fold the 
fabric up, using the edge of the tape as 
a guide, and stick it in place. The tape 
holds the first fold in place while you 
make and stitch the second fold, and you 
don't have to measure, pin, or baste. 
—Cynthia Young, Fresham, Ore. 


BREAK, DON’T CUT, BEADS 
FROM BEADED FABRIC 
When sewing seams in beaded fabrics, 
I crush or shatter the beads within the 
seam allowances, using small needlenose 
pliers instead of clipping the threads. I 
wear Safety glasses, hold the fabric over 
a wastepaper basket, and take care not 
to catch the fabric in the pliers. Because 
I'm not cutting the threads that hold the 
beads on, the remainder of the beads 
wont fall off and the threads under the 
crushed beads are still there in case you 
need to go back and fill in the beaded 
pattern. I always save a few intact beads 
in case I need to replace any. 

—Dorothy Small, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


MONOGRAMS ARE ONLY THE BEGINNING... 





le al . 
= a 


Ln e’ve tapped into something really Plus, with the text wizard, you'll also have the ability 
great here at Amazing Designs... to create single lines of text with 78 fonts and 600 
now personalizing your monograms additional designs! 
to fit your style is simple, fun, and 
as Deena ainitiless with theaew Step outside of the box by creating unique and person- 
A f d Meaaneent Monozrame I. alized monograms with Magnificent Monograms II! 


If you’re already enjoying the original Magnificent 
Magnificent Monograms II can work Monograms, an upgrade version is also available. 
either on its own, or with your other Amazing 


Designs programs to guide you through the creation Roy GLO NBO nS: 





process step-by-step. The easy-to-use monogram visit your local 


as Amazing Designs 
and text wizards make it simple to select, align, 6 6 


: : retailer or go to 
rotate, re-size, and re-shape your designs. 


amazingdesigns.com 


There are over 70 monograms and 60 embellish- today! 





ments to choose from in the monogram wizard. 


Create exquisite 
monograms and text to 
Personalize your embpn; 

2@ your embroidery 


Masti Le www.amazingdesigns.com At y 

7 888-874-6760 dealer locator rez >, 
j 800-553-1691 servicetsupport fee 
ey ary ee eer Ee eS BESDEM RVING gi ee me 










__ BASICS 


nowing one simple 

fact—that most fabrics 

are either knit or wo- 
ven—can make your next trip 
to the fabric store a whole 
lot easier. Understanding the 
way these two fabric types 
are formed, and being able to 
recognize their distinct yarn 
configurations, will help you 
make informed purchases, 
prevent all sorts of sewing 
and fitting frustrations, and 
improve the overall look, 
comfort, and fit of your final 
creations. 


A FABRIC BY ANY 

OTHER NAME 

As you stroll through your lo- 
cal fabric store, you'll notice 
a plethora of fabric names, 
but don't let these intimidate 
you. With knits, the specific 
names simply refer to the 
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BY JAN BONES 


To decide if a fabric is the best choice for your pattern, 
look at how it's made 


loop formation, or knit stitch: 
tricot, interlock, rib-knit, 

and double-knit, to name a 
few. With woven fabrics, the 
names identify the way the 
fabric is woven, such as satin, 
denim, corduroy, jacquard. 
On the next pages, youll find 
a four-step test that will help 
you identify any fabric’s basic 
structure, no matter its name. 


Jan Bones (SewingLingerie. 
com) teaches patternmaking 
and design at the University of 
Manitoba in Canada. 







a 
ABC Bust a <r oh i/ 49 i] A3% in meena 
| 1s all i ' 14 qs malar i toil aj rg d'exi 
“SUGGESTED FABRICS = 2 Sco de are 
Sized for stretch knits only. Cotton Interlock, Jerseys, Matte Jerseys, Lightweight “> seal E: vt 
MLAS SUG 


Dowdle Knits, Stretch Velvet, Two Way Stretch, Novelty Knit Fabrics. See Pich-A- ef aaaiiac ests 





Knit™ Rule. Allow extra fabric for matching plaids or stripes Mallas Dobles | 

—— ae —_.__- Malilas de tanta 
REGU T Riese. Lo casar cuadros o 
One pkg. of 4" wide straight seam binding. B: 1% yd. of 4" to 1” wide lace. MERCERIA 


U ele de: 
C.E: % yd. of %" wide ribbon. D: 1% yd. of 4" wide ribbon. E: % yd. of %" tol” wide ee, 2 9 Sem de 


Your pattern provides fabric clues. On the back of the 
envelope, pay careful attention to the “Suggested fabrics” 
section. A pattern drafted for knits only, such as the fuchsia 
top at top left, will say so. It depends on the fabric to closely 
hug the body and stretch as the garment is put on and 
moves. A pattern created for wovens relies on the fabric to 
provide body and create crisp lines. 


continued >>> 





Innov-is 1000 


Innov-is 1500D 


Introducing the INNOVvV-1S 1000 and 1500D 


Conceived from the same advanced technology and innova- 
tion that created the legendary Innov-is 4000D, the Innov-is 
1000 and Innov-is 1500D deliver the most advanced features in 
their class at most affordable prices. 


These completely new, fast and easy fo use computerized 
sewing and embroidery machines helo you manage your 
sewing and embroidery functions with a simple touch of the 
LCD display. Each is equipped with an advanced needle 
threading system and 7-point feed dogs for precise 
stitching quality, just like Mom. 


The Innov-is 1000 and Innov-is 1500D both feature a 
built-in card slot that is compatible with Brother's 
extensive library of Embroidery Memory Cards,* 


Innov-is 4000D 


1 Aerie I, 


nesadeany is 


Tae rae 


The Innov-is 1500D also includes 70 built-in Disney embroidery 
designs and the ability to read the entire Disney Embroidery 
Card Collection.” Use the USB port fo connect your Innov-is 
1500D directly to your computer.” 


Their best feature has to be their extremely modest price, 
which makes them both tremendous values, Now the hard 
part. Deciding which model you should buy. 


Welcome to the Brother family. 
To find a dealer near you, call 
1.800.4.A.BROTHER or visit our website at 
www.brother.com 


“Embroidery cards and USB cabies require separate purchase, 


Your Total Sewing Solution 
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Avée Avée 


@ It stretches, then recovers, or bounces back to shape. @ It retains its shape and won't stretch. 
@ Stretch allows for reduced amounts of ease, which @ It’s firm, durable, and has body. 

equals less fabric. @ It’s reversible, unless printed or finished with special treatments 
@ it’s soft, wrinkle-resistant, and easy to care for on one side. 
Great for: exercise and loungewear, T-shirts, pajamas, @ It’s manufactured in a wide range of textures and widths 
children’s garments, and eveningwear. Great for: structured and tailored jackets, dresses, pants, and 


skirts; home-decorating items, and quilts. 


How to identify a fabric's structure 


When youcan’t tell if a fabric is knit or woven, put it through these tests: 


Look for loops or grain 
in KNIT fabric, the yarns interloop. A knitting 
machine forms a row of loops, then another 















row of loops is drawn through that row, 


again and again. 


In WOVEN fabric, below, yarns cross each 
other at right angles; this is called “grain.” A 
loom arranges one set of yarns lengthwise 





(also called the warp), then crosswise yarns 
(also called the weft) are interlaced, or wo- 


ven in, at right angles. 


a > tee de et ye Lengthwise grain 
Lip ha . 
Agictetetes 
ahahrht tates f 


Photos: Sloan Howard; drawings: Carol Ruzicka 


continued >>> 
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Nancy's Notions 


sewing inspiration - education + tools & more 


“Savings 


$F 


| 800.833.0690 
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“American The America Sewing Guild has been 


celebrating sewing as a creative art and 
life skill for 27 years. To discover the 
joys and benefits of ASG membership 
and how to join, visit www.asg.org 


ewin 
Guild \ 
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Sucalan 


www.eucalan.com 


1-800-561-9731 
Superb Clearing & Conditioning for all bres 
‘ete & boonomical for Hne Washables 
Wonderful fresh Scents 
No Ringing - No Residue 


*) ideal Travel Companion 
Vistt our webstte for your FREE SAMPLE 


Eucalan®.. a Whole new spin on laundry! 
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The finest designs for home embroidery. C | 


it’s Swiss 
Embroidery... 


it’s beautiful... 
it's gorgeous... 


For secure online ordering and wholesale visit our websile 


A AWar4elarelce(-t-Jlelamerelis 


Or, call toll free: 888 533 7397 / E-mail: info@zundidesign.com 
Looyngnt 2002, zund! Design Lid 


97, 149 Old Big Cove Road, Brownsboro, AL 35/41 
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OTTOBRE 


design 
Sew for kids! 


SIZES 0-15 years /62-170 cm 


+3 designs for ladies in each issue 


On our website you can browse through 















| magazine. A FREE GIFT for subscribers! 
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WWW... montanaleather.com 


The finest garment leathers. 
We have your “ 


4+O06-245-166O 


2015 ist Ave. N I-800~527-O22/7 
Billings, Montana 99104 


READER SERVICE NO. 76 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2005 25 


Fax +06.245.4109 


BASICS continued 


How to identify a fabrics structure ......... 


Apply the stretch test 

With a KNIT fabric, you can stretch the fabric 
across its width and sometimes its length. 

It will also roll or curl toward its right side 
when stretched across its width. If a knit fab- 
ric is stretched excessively, a run may form. 


With a WOVEN fabric, you can’t stretch it 
along its lengthwise grain. There may be 
minimal give along the crosswise grain. Ex- 
ception: stretch wovens (with 3% Lycra) will 


havesome crosswise stretch. 


Both knits and wovens stretch along the bias, 
or any angle between the lengthwise and 





crosswise grain. 


Check the wrinkle resistance 
When you ball up a KNIT in the palm of your hand, it will 





crush easily. When you release it, the fabric will spring 
back into shape, with few, if any, wrinkles. 


When you wad up a WOVEN 
fabric, it won't crush softly into 
your hand. When you release it, 
it won't recover its shape easily, 
and the resulting wrinkles will 


only disappear when pressed. 





Inspect the edges 

A KNIT is either sold in a tube or flat. On flat knits, facto- 
ries apply round blobs of starch or glue along the length- 
wise edges to prevent them from curling. A cut edge 
doesn’t fray. 


The lengthwise edges of a WOVEN fabric, called the sel- 
vages, are strong and finished. A cut edge (the crosswise 
grain) frays. In fact, you can pull a yarn out in both the 
lengthwise and crosswise directions. 
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The thread of your imagination 


Whatever color, whatever style, there's a Coats & Clark 
thread to bring your imagination to life. With over 








300 colors right for today's fashions, our threads = ae | 

provide the quality that makes your projects last Z Faas =, 

for generations. Just what you'd imagine from = fod Coats & Clark = 
America's leading thread maker. semis * Quilting - Embroidery : 
“<= €oatsand clark.com ) 


<i 4 
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INET UVTATISV otesteED AND SEWN BY THREADS 


Fast and 
easy styles 








| e’ve all been there—a termediate, or advanced— 
\/ party to attend the these simple, stylish, 
| next dayand nothing __ versatile patterns should 
in the closet is appropriate. enjoy a special place in 
Wouldn't it be wonderful to your pattern collection. 


srab a tried-and-true pattern 

and a luscious fabric from Anna Mazur sews couture 
your stash and whip upanew __ clothing in Avon, Conn. She is 
frock, Cinderella-style? Well, a self-described fashionista, as 
now you can. No matter your well as a proud pattern-aholic. 
level of sewing—beginner, in- 


FHREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on the fashion trends 


and select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is 
then sent to a talented tester, who sews it to evaluate the 
proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 





‘¢ 4 great choice for artful accents. 


Favorite Things, The Cardigan Jacket (ravoritethings. 
net) This is a very basic shawl-collar jacket, but it has a wonderful 
shape—ease can be adjusted with the vest-like fabric self-ties in back. 
And with only three pattern pieces, it couldn't be easier to construct. 
The menswear-style sleeves (the armscye is sewn flat prior to sewing 
the side seams) mean you don’t need to worry about setting sleeves. 
For a cardigan style, make up the pattern in a single layer of fabric, or 
for more of a jacket look—which is also reversible—try double layers. 
The bound outer edges give either style a tai- 
lored flair. Our tester tells us that this pattern 
is great for novelty cottons or double-sided 
fabrics and any art-to-wear techniques. (Sized 


4-22, for busts 31%-48 in.) @ 





—Tested by Janice Avrill, West Haven, Conn. 
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JACKET: 
Favorite Things, 
The Cardigan 
Jacket 












Sloan Howard; drawings: Debbie Bassino; croquis: Carol Ruzicka 


garments sewn by Norma Bucko 


Photos 


A fabulous travel coat—and 
the hooded version is reversible. 


(Encore- 
Designs.com) This roomy, unlined, above-knee or midcalf-length coat 
has a 3 %-inch inverted pleat at center back that can be increased for 
an even roomier fit if yardage allows. The 
shawl-collar version is finished with a facing; 
the hood is a single layerwith a bound edge, 
so your fabric’s reverse side will be visible. 
Instructions are given for flat-fell seams and 
a variety of edge finishes. Our tester tells us 
that the fabric options for this pattern are 
many: wool, raincoat fabric, lightweight lin- 
en, cotton, or even organza. Or for a comfy, 
stylish robe, choose fleece, terry, or a soft silk. 
(Sized XS-XXL, for busts 30 4-48 in.) @ + 
—Tested by Elisabeth Gillem, Portland, Ore. 
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A smooth fit, and very comfy 





(SewingLingerie. 
com) These easy and smooth-fitting tapered pants, designed for knits 
or wovens, come in three lengths: knee, calf, and ankle. With the knit 
version, there is an option for shaping the side seams, which creates 
a dart-like effect. The pant can ride at waist level or 3 
% inch below the waist, and a separate knit waistband 
is recommended for both the knit and woven pant. We 
think a band from a woven fabric would also work. 
Our tester especially loved the fit and comfort of the 
drawstring/partial elastic waist. She suggests trying 
these pants in a soft rayon or wool for work, a dressy 
fabric for an evening on the town, and a knit or flannel 


for lounging. (Sized S-XL4, for hips 34-55 in.) @ * 





—Tested by Jenny Freedman, Aptos, Calif. 
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@ Fast and easy A Challenging techniques Petite options For knits only 


Ef 
i 
{ 
' 
{ 
' 
FI i 


continued >>> 





epee erm 


PATTERN REVIEW continues 








TOP; 
L.J. Designs, 
Margarita 

Tank Top 


~~ The vertical princess seams 
make fitting a breeze. 


L.J. Designs, Margarita Tank Top (LIDesignsOnline.com) 
This tank has distinctive and flattering princess seams. It is very strik- 
ing and dressy in stretch velvet, and cutting the front inset from a 
contrast color can further customize the look. Because this pattern 
is recommended for knits only, hemming with the suggested double 
needle can be tricky. To avoid stretching and rippling, our tester fused 
a lightweight strip of interfacing to the entire hem allowance before 
stitching. She also found that the yardage 
requirements on the pattern envelope are 
very generous, so it is possible to use less 
fabric then what is recommended. (Sized 
XXS-XXL, for busts 27-50 in.) @ * * 
—Tested by Linda Henry, Fair Oaks, Calif. 
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PANT: 
The Sewing 
Workshop 
The Sewing Workshop Collection, Duplicity Culotte | os 
Culotte 


Only three pattern pieces! 


(SewingWorkshop.com) Our tester liked the comfort and versatility of 
this fitted A-line culotte, not to mention its subtle, funky style: It has 





the look of a skirt when standing still, but the comfort of very long 
shorts. And with only three pattern pieces, the sewing is lightning 
fast.We discovered that the garment looks and behaves best in fabric 
with lots of drape; stiff fabrics stand awayfrom the body. The pattern 


recommends using a center back invisible zip- 


— i 


per, but a lapped or center back zipper applica- 
tion works just as well. (Sized XS-XXL, for hips 
34-47 Kin.) @ 

—Tested by Betty Brown, Culver City, Calif. 





LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS = + includes size 24 and up 
@ Fast andeasy AChallenging techniques Petite options * For knits only 
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wa Computer fun.. 
i Garment Designer | 
i 6» for pattern design : 
ro * easy to use ; > 
ree = click/drag pattern lines : , 
‘ome = ° men/women/children | } 
2 Stitch Painter Ta. - - —— PaWNE Hil i) 
— for gridded crafts | | 
'@) 9 “Windows *Macintosh starting at $85.00 MPDESE ECE SECA) SEINE: 
—_ yt The finest quality silks & cottons. 
Sa aoe idle 100,000 square yards of inventory. 
Encinitas, CA 92023-4276 = —— (800) 442.0455 or www.silkconnection.com 
(858) 259-1698 www.cochenille.com ” 
READER SERVICE NO. 74 = oug READER SERVICE NO. 77 
taht ider This! P » BIANCA SWEATER 
Ol¢ ° No.5208 
A 
y _ BEST selection of: T LOES HINSE 
/ machine embroidery T pale oN 
supplies, fine linens, E $16 plus $4 s/h 
: heer CA residents add 7.25% tax 
& free embroidery R Whang Checks 
designs Fae 
? 






O. Box 1430 = ‘Seaside, CA F3755 


¥ ‘ 
m™ §88.554.L068$.+ Fax B3IAB41451 


L . : wi WwW, loeshi nig design. com 
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“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


Jacquard Crepe 36" $15.95 yd. Crepe de Chine 45" $13.95 yd. 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy $19.95 yd. Crepe de Chine Prints 45" $16.95 yd. 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" $15.95 yd. Satin Stripes 45" $18.95 yd. 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44/45" $ 9.95 yd. Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" $19.95 yd. 
China Sitk 45" . Charmeuse 19%mm 45" $17.95 yd. 
Silk Noil 35°/36" . Jacquard Charmeuse 45° $18.95 yd. 
Spun 35'/36" $10.95 yd. — Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" $19.95 yd. 
Taffeta 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. — Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular $19.95 yd. 
Silk Satin 45" $13.95 yd. 100% Wool Crepe 58" $19.95 yd. 
Palace Brocade 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 100% Wool Gabardine 58" $22.95 yd. 
100% Linen 32°/36' $10.95 yd. Dupionni 48°(Hand Woven/Dyed) ... $18.95 yd. 
Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. — Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45" $29.95 yd. 


SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE 


SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 | WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 
(323) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 
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PATTERN REVIEW continued 


This is the season of coats and jack- 
ets—think of them as a decorative 
accessory, not just a way to keep warm. 


' This fall, colors are bold, yet subdued: 
azure, saffron, plum, and topaz. Black 


has re-emerged as a key basic. 


Try your hand with luxurious, highly 
textured fabrics: all sorts of velvet, 
fur, satin, lace, brocade, metallics, 
and jersey. 





The shape of the season. Dress it 
up or down, your choice. 


New Look 6938 (Simplicity.com) The long-sleeve version of this 
columnar empire waist dress is the new trend in eveningwear, but 
the cap, shoulder-wrap, and spaghetti-strap styles are also adorable. 
The long sleeve has elastic in the cap so the sleeve could be pulled 
down off the shoulder. Two bodice shapes are also included: one with 
darts and one with gathers (a great way to enhance a small bust). The 
bodyofthe dress is lined and our tester experimented with letting the 
lining hang below the narrow outer hem for an alternative, layered 
look. Instructions are well-written and organized. (Sized 6-16, for busts 
30 4-38 in. and hips 324-40 in.) @ 

—Tested by Mary Ann Duff, Alexandria, Va. 





LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS = Includes size 24 and up DRESS: 
@ Fast andeasy A Challenging techniques Petite options %* For knits only Sher 
693 


32 THREADS 








18th YEAR | 
-— half, full & multiple-day hands- 
on sessions or lectures with... 
debbie bates, sandra betzina, 
kathryn brenne, claudine pouliot, 
kaffe fassett, louisa harding, 
1.800.291.2030 kenneth king, linda macphee, 
www.csnf.com ron collins, swarovski® & more! 





metro toronto 


* beading crafting * crochet convention centre 


* quilting * knitting » sewing 
* scrapbooking * embroidery 
* diy decorating & more! 
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EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES 


FD. eM 


/ QUALITY MATERIALS FREE CATALOG 


D , 
/ ORDERS SHIP SAME DAY mee, 
ICT aTe VISA 
hae 


/ MONTHLY SPECIALS 
/ CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 

oT"s Embroidery Supply 800-466-7945 

P.O. Box 484, Macedon, New York 14502 
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FABRIC.COM 


Superior Value, Selection, Quality and Service 
Happy 20th Anniversary Threads! 









Something For Fxveryone 


A New Deal 
Everyday 
2 Lo hy/ t BARGAIN ALERT 
yo 0 o Be the first to know! 
Sign up for our newsletter 
For special promotions, 


clearance & new arrivals 


70% Off 


) > Regular » Olt es 
Retail an 





Free Shipping us 
On First Order 

Coupon Code: THREAD 
coupon exp. 12/31/05 
US orders only 


"aap our 
- extensive selection 


Apparel Fabrics 
y Home Decor Fabrics 
y lefe)acelam- MO@lll lima] s) ale 
Vinatieri iiacihioeenme men) * 1888. 455. 2940 
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Free Return Shipping 
Within 30 days 








Masterworks! 


Discover a new way to create 
embroidery and become the 
master and commander of your 
next project with MasterWorles a 
the new easy-to-use digitizing 
software from Designer's Gallery®! 
With MasterW orks, youll have an 
endless amount of options for 


digitizing your own designs as well as a multitude of 


pre-digitized shapes, fonts and quick-pick designs! 


MasterW orks is compatible with today’s most 

popular brands of embroidery machines. MasterWorles 
sives you an instant view of stitch effects, so there’s 
no waiting. Plus, everything you need for creating 
your design is all on one screen, so mapping your next 
project will be fast and easy! Master Works is available 
only at Baby Lock Retailers. 


To find out how MasterWorles can help steer 


your embroidery in a 


new direction, call iP sigue’ Galery 


Master Works 


800-422-2952 or visit 


designersgallerysoftware.com 









today 


's Gallery® y 





~ We make embroidery easy! 
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Inside a 


Designer Jacket 


S U bt | e q Ul It In gS ’ h an d n the list of iconic fashion garments, there are a few classics that 
oe ° are included without fail: the little black dress, the crisp white shirt, 
fi Ns h e d seam S, ac h alin the belted trench coat, and the classic French cardigan jacket. What 


Wel g h T h em ; an d f ine they share is an uncomplicated elegance and a clever marriage of 


fabric, fit, and design. But in none of these garments is the partner- 


Tt ‘a ms are h a | | mar ks of ship more splendid than in the cardigan jacket. With the added 


element of sewing techniques that brilliantly bring the design to life, it’s 

Tt h SC | ass C g arme nt no wonder the term “classic” so aptly applies. 
I’ve always been a devotee of haute couture sewing, starting way 

back when my grandmother was a client at New York's couture salon 

Chez Cez et Bez. When a wrist injury cut short my career as a classical 
BY SUSAN KHALJE (FROM ISSUE #121) pianist, I applied for a job almost on a lark at Chez Cez 

: et Bez. To my amazement, I was hired to train with the 

most talented designers and seamstresses, and at the 
salon, I was able to poke around in boxes of fantastic 
garments from various couture houses. Packages from 
Chanel were my favorites—when I inspected the gar- 
ments seams or oh-so-carefully peeked inside a lining, I 
was amazed by the fine, ingenious handiwork. 

In the following pages, I will show you how to sew the 
four key features of a classic cardigan jacket—quilted 
rows of stitches that anchor the soft bouclé fashion 
fabric to a slinky lining; hand-finished seams that pro- 
vide hidden strength and support; a hard-working and 
decorative chain weight at the hem; and bold trim and 
buttons for design interest and stability. There really is 
nothing like a classic French cardigan jacket, and every 
woman deserves to have the simple style, luxury, and ut- 
ter comfort of this unique garment in her wardrobe. UX 


Susan Khalje (SusanKhalje.com) is a couturier and cou- 


a 66 


ture sewing teacher, host of DI¥.net's “Sew Much More, and 





Threads newest contributing editor. 


Luxury must remain almost invisible, 


2 THREADS www.threadsmagazine.com 









Jacket 
provided by 
Chanel USA, 
from the Fall 
2005-2006 
collection. 


Ouilt the fashion fabric 
directly to the lining 


Soft, drapey wool bouclés are typical of a cardigan 
jacket. They’re backed by a charmeuse or crepe 

de Chine lining and supported by machine quilting. 
The effect is soft, with just the right amount of 
underlying structure. 


1. Fit a muslin, then use the muslin pieces as your 
pattern. When you are pleased with the fit, rip out 
all stitches and press the pieces flat. To help align the 
muslin pieces along the lengthwise and crosswise 
grain of your fabric, cut off the seam allowances, and 
draw grainlines that extend to the seamlines on each 
piece. Lay out your wool in a single layer, then carefully 
position your full set of muslin pattern pieces (left 
and right fronts, left and right sleeves, etc.) along the 
fabric’s grains. Using a double length of contrast thread, 
baste around each muslin piece to clearly identify your 
seamlines and hemlines, then cut out with at least a 
two-inch seam allowance. 
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Ouilt the fashion fabric... continued 
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2. Layer the lining and fabric 


piece, then quilt vertical lines 
about one inch apart. Place 
the charmeuse wrong side up 
ona flat surface, then place 
the cut fabric pieces right side 
up on top, making sure the 


grainlines are perfectly aligned. 


Cut the charmeuse roughly in 
the same shape as each fabric 
piece (no need to be precise 
yet), then mark the quilting 
lines with pins spaced one inch 
apart. Machine-quilt along the 
pinned lines using a walking 
foot, on 3mm stitch length, and 
holding the fabric taut as you 
sew. Stitch all quilt lines in the 
same direction, and start and 
stop one inch from seamlines, 
and two inches from hemlines. 
To keep the lines straight, you 
may not be able to extend 
them all the way to the top of 
the jacket’s side panels. 


3. Tie off the thread ends 


between the layers. As 

you quilt, don’t back-tack at 
either end; this looks messy 
and can distort the fabrics. 
Instead, pull up each pair of 
threads between the wool and 
charmeuse layers and knot 
them securely with jeweler’s 
knot (tied around a pin at left). 
Clip the thread ends down 

to %inch. 


Extra-wide seam allowances are a must 


Dp 


The loosely woven bouclé frays considerably during the 
construction process. Wide allowances also allow for any 
pulling up of the fabric during quilting. And because the 
armholes of cardigan jackets are typically high and tight, this 
extra fabric provides more opportunities for fit adjustments. 


Hand-finish 
the lining seams 


Hand-finished seams provide a cardigan 
jacket with hidden strength. Sewing by 
hand also allows better control of the 
slippery fabrics. | call this the “woolly 
mammoth” stage—the wide seam allow- 
ances are frayed. 


1. Machine-baste the pieces along the 
traced lines, but don’t catch the lining. 
Pin the fabric pieces together along the 
hand-basted seamlines. Use a walking foot 
and a long stitch length (I used 5mm) to 
join the fabric pieces, and hold or pin the 
charmeuse out of the way as you stitch. 
Try on the garment to evaluate the fit, and 
when satisfied, stitch the seams for real. 
Remove any stray basting lines. 


2. Press the seam allowances open, then 
trim. Using a sleeve board to isolate the 
seam, press the seam allowances open. Trim 
them down to about % inch (leave as much 
as you can to strengthen the seamlines, but 
make sure the seam allowances will clear 
the nearest line of quilting). Press the seam 
allowances open again. 


Fell stitches secure all seams 
of the fluid lining fabric. 








3. Overlap the lining layers, using pins to 
transfer the seamline. Gently smooth one 
of the charmeuse seam allowances over 
the garment seamline (do not pull or tug 
it, though, and make sure the grain doesn't 
shift), then pin along the seamline as 
shown at right. Start and stop pinning one 
inch from seamlines and two inches from 
hemlines. Trim that seam allowance of the 
charmeuse down to about % inch. Overlap 
the other charmeuse seam allowance, and 
lightly press over the pins. The pin heads 
create indentations in the charmeuse, 
indicating the seamline. Trim this seam 
allowance as well, % inch from indentations. 


4. Fold the upper layer of lining in place, 
then secure with fell stitches. Fold under 
the charmeuse along the indentation and 
pin in place. Gently press to create a sharp 
foldline, which will be easier to sew. Lift 
the garment off the sleeve board and 
secure with a fell stitch, catching the 
wool underneath. 


5. Set the sleeve by hand and finish the 
neck and center front. Place the garment 
on adressform and pin the sleeve in place. 
The sleeves are then easiest to sew in by 
hand—the all-important grainlines can be 
perfectly positioned and controlled, and 
any extra fullness in the cap area is easy to 
distribute. Staystitch the fashion fabric’s 
neckline and center front, then trim, clip, 
and turn the seam allowance to the inside. 
Trim, clip, and turn the lining (cheating 
the lining about % inch to the inside), then 
secure it to the fashion fabric with small, 
tight fell stitches. 


www.threadsmagazine.com 





Insert a chain weight at the hem 


The weight of bold buttons on a classic French cardigan jacket pulls the 
jacket forward. A chain at the hem served as a counterbalance; it also en- 
couraged the jacket’s back to hang close to the body. It’s really only needed 
in the back, but for style, run it along the entire hem. 


. Hem the fashion fabric with 
a very loose catchstitch. Pin 
the lining out of the way, then 
press up the fashion fabric 
along the basted hemline; trim 
the hem allowance so it rests 


) 





along the base of the quilting Apply a special 
lines. Hold in place with a 
loose catchstitch. tri ma nd button S 
2. Secure the lining with a 
catchstitch. To make turning Use a single purchased trim, combine or 
easier, first baste the lining’s layer trims and ribbons, or fringe your 


vertical seams closed. Then 
finger-press the lining in place, 
¥% inch from the jacket 
hemline. Finish the vertical 
seams and the lower edge of pocket edges. 
the lining with fell stitches. 


own trim for a unique look. You'll need 
about five yards of trim to embellish all 
of the jacket edges, sleeve vents, and 





3. Hand-sew the chain right 1. Create fringed trim from your fashion 
below the lining. Pin the fabric. Cut two strips of fabric about two 
chain in place—it should not inches wide, then pull threads to the 
be too tight (this will gather desired fringe width. The fabric may have 
up the fabric), or too loose (an different fibers in the lengthwise and 
unwanted flare will result). crosswise grains, so experiment to see 
Strengthen a double thread which gives the most interesting fringe. 
with beeswax, and secure the Layer the strips together, then sew a ribbon 
top and bottom of each link or trim down the center. 


l Il backstitches. 
MSINS ola DaCkourcnics 2. Pin the trim in place, folding under 


loose ends and manipulating it around 
corners. Using a single length of thread in 
a color that blends in with the trim, firmly 
secure both edges of the trim with tiny 
backstitches. 





MOOS 


Chain weight should match fabric weight 


Lb ssbb ssbb sbbdsisbdicdddddddddddddddddrddrddrcdrdddrrccrdcedcrdddddeddddcrddrdddcddcrddrdddddrdrdddddrddrddrddrdddddrdddddcrdddddddrdddddddrrddddddddrddrddddrdddddrddrdddddddddddddddddddddddddddasdddada 
3 
Z 


There are a variety of chain weights to choose from; 
you ll need to hold a few different ones in your hand 
to get a feel for what will work best in your jacket. As a 
general rule, use a larger, heavier chain with a heavier 
wool, and a smaller, lighter one with lighter-weight 
wools. You'll need enough chain to circle the hem of 
your jacket (3 to 4 feet usually does the job). 


MOA 
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Trim a pocket before you attach it 


LLL hh sd bb bb bbbbbiddddddddddddcccdccceecceccdaeeeedaeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeecedaedceceded 


Fold and firmly press the fabric into your 
desired shape, then add the trim to the top 
edge. Fell-stitch a matching lining in place, and 
sew the pockets on by hand with beeswax- 
coated double thread and a firm fell stitch. 
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(author's 
own pattern) 


START WITH THE RIGHT PATTERN 


A classic cardigan jacket is gently shaped and usually 
collarless. Look for a pattern with princess seams that 
extend from the shoulder; the quilting will be more ef- 
fective. The signature three-piece sleeve allows for better 
vent placement, as well as fine-tuning the fit, but a two- 


eg Se ae ee ap ey ad a iece sleeve will also work. Here are a few patterns that 
Pes We ise b ost “a - } a 4 ‘ 


= -. 
t 


ie give you a designer cardigan style. 


Burda 8414 McCall’s 4311 Simplicity 4971 
Butterick 4028 Simplicity 4954 Vogue 7975 
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SOURCES 


LINTON TWEEDS LTD 
(produces much of 
Chanel’s fabric) 

Shaddon Mills 

Carlisle, Cambria CA2 5TZ 
England 
011-44-1228-512062 
LintonTweeds.co.uk 


MENDEL GOLDBERG FABRICS 
(Chanel-type bouclés and 
matching charmeuse linings) 
72 Hester Street 

New York, NY 10018 
212-925-9110 

Email them at 
MendelGoldbergNY@aol. com 


M&J TRIMMING 

(fancy trims and buttons) 
1008 and 1000 Sixth Avenue 
New York, NY 10018 
212-391-6200 

MJTrim.com 


TINSEL TRADING COMPANY 
(fancy trims and buttons) 
47 West 38th Street 

New York, NY 10018 
212-730-1030 
TinselTrading.com 


History of a Timeless Garment 


lt’s one thing to be a designer 
who reflects the mood of the 

times; it’s quite another to be 
a visionary. 

Coco Chanel (1883-1971), who 
early on encouraged women 
to dress with ease, confidence, 
and elegance, once stated, “1 
want to be a part of what is to 
come.” And with faultless taste, 
audacity, and determination, she 
was. Chanel’s garments were 
astoundingly different from the 
tightly corseted garments of 
the not-so-distant Belle Epoque, 
and they suited a generation of 
women who were entering the 


workforce, driving motorcars, 
and participating in sports. 

The design provenance of the 
now-famous Chanel suit is vari- 
ously ascribed to Tyrolean jack- 
ets, military dress, riding clothes 
of the British aristocracy, even 
bellhops’ uniforms. Regardless, 
it’s an eminently wearable bal- 
ance of a basic jacket/cardigan 
and brilliant ornamentation. 
Most of all, it supports Chanel’s 
claim, “Elegance in clothes 
means freedom to move freely.” 


Luxury is the coat a woman 
throws on the reverse ona 
chair ... and the inside is more 
precious than the outside. 
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—Coco Chanel 


TOHO SHOJI 
(NEW YORK) INC. 
(gold and silver chains, 
sold by the foot) 
990 Sixth Avenue 
New York, NY 10018 
212-868-7465 
TohoShojiNY.com 





provided by 
Chanel USA, 
from the Fall 
2005-2006 
collection. 
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Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup: Sylvia Pichler; process photos: Jen Sauer; 


all other photos Sloan Howard. 


Threads. Her daughter, Carol, who is 


@ @ 
wenty years ago, in October of 1985, 
Ruth Fresia got the premiere issue of 
@ 


now an editor at the magazine, started 


reading it soon thereafter. Between them, 
they have 95 years of sewing experience. 
As we celebrate our anniversary, we 


asked them to tell you their stories be- 


® é 
| cause how and what we learn and teach 
| ] I IQ are huge parts of our craft's tradition. 


I consider myself one of the lucky 


W h at moms ones—sewers, that is. My mother, Ruth, 
° ° was a custom dressmaker during my 
an d t h elr k | d 5 early childhood, and her beige Singer sat 
can le arn f rom in the corner of the kitchen, where she 
produced an endless stream of new and 
€ac h ot h er unique dresses. I assumed all women 
did this, and that I, when I grew up, 
J BY RUTH FRESIA would do the same. Mom started me 





sewing when I was eight or nine, and I’m 


AND CAROL FRESIA 



























still learning from her today. In recent 

years, though, I’ve discovered some new 

materials and techniques on my own. I 

may not be as prolific or talented as my 

mother, but I think I enjoy sewing at 

least as much as she does—and that’s 
the most important thing of all. 


Ruth 
I've always loved sewing, for all kinds 
of reasons: economy, creativity, the 
challenge of solving problems, and 
the satisfaction of making some- 
thing that’s allyours. When it was time 
to teach my daughters to sew, I wanted 
them to learn to love the whole pro- 
cess, rather than just how to set in a 
pucker-free sleeve. So instead of guiding 
their every snip and stitch, I consciously 
stepped back and let them ask questions 
as needed. They figured out a lot on 
their own, developed some good habits, 
and now sew exactly the way they want 


to—and that’s the only “right” way. EY 


Ruth Fresia is a retired math professor, 
and her daughter Carol Fresia is a _for- 
mer art historian. 
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Three young 
Fresia girls 
model their 
first-day-of- 
school dresses 
(Carol’s at left). 
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Special details show 
up onall of Ruth’s 
garments. Above, it’s 
a dainty trim made of 
jacquard ribbon edged 
with fine lace. 





Ruth matches seam finishes 
to a garment’s fabric and use. 
Narrow, folded and stitched 
seam allowances are used on 


§ sheer voile (above left); sturdy 


zigzags and seam tape keep 
gathered seam allowances 
neat and flat (left bottom). 


What | taught my daughter 


about sewing ay gutn FrEsiA 


Start out on the right foot 


For successful sewing, | follow these rules to the letter. 


Although | don't think | “taught” my 
daughter this, I’m sure she caught on after many, many hours spent 
following me up and down the aisles of fabric stores. Whatever fabric 
you choose (and it’s OK to use cheap yardage if it fits your needs), 
treat it nicely. Handle it gently as you cut, press, and sew, and it will 
reward you with a well-shaped garment. 


This is so obvious there’s 
hardly anything to say about it, except that it’s the one rule | can’t 
imagine breaking under any circumstance. | don't trust my eye when 
I'm laying out a pattern; | measure from the grainline to the fabric’s 
selvage with a ruler or yardstick. 


My kids learned at a very tender 
age that you should treat your (mother’s) sewing shears with the 
utmost respect. To keep my best scissors nice and sharp, | stored them 
with my sewing things; | then bought several pairs of utility scissors, 
and put those where everyone else could find them. 


Essential techniques for well-sewn garments 
For accuracy and efficiency, keep these in mind. 


| always use marking 
shortcuts—clips, pins, pressed-in lines—rather than transferring = 
pattern markings to fabric with carbon paper. It’s a lot faster and 
just as accurate for most purposes. Unusual pattern details, very E 
heavy or ravelly fabrics, or highly fitted garments might merit special 
treatment, though, including tailor’s tacks, thread tracing, and yes, 
carbon paper. 


Your garments will last = 
longer, look better, and be easier to care for.| usually zigzag seam 
allowances since | don’t own a Serger, or sew enclosed seams, such =) 
as French seams, flat-felled seams, or one of my favorites for sheer az 
fabrics: Trim one seam allowance to % inch, double-fold the other 
seam allowance over it, and sew them together. 


When 
an edge or opening is finished with a facing, you need to remove seam 
allowance bulk so that the finished facing will lie flat and present a 


smooth, even line or curve. And while you don't want to compromise 
the strength of the seam, you do, sometimes, have to summon the 
nerve to trim and clip quite closely. | always either understitch (sew 
the facing to the seam allowances) or topstitch, so that the facings 
stay out of sight. 


Press, press, and press again. Press seam allowances open before 
sewing an intersecting seam. Press darts and shaped areas over 

a tailor’s ham. Press sleeves and pant legs on a sleeve board. | use 
the iron as much as—or more than—the sewing machine, so my 
garments won't look homemade. 


Time-tested skills and philosophy 

Newer equipment has made many sewing tasks almost 
goof-proof, but there are some things you can do beautifully 
with basic tools. 


You don’t need a special presser foot for every sewing 
function. | use my basic zigzag foot for just about all my sewing, 
except for zippers and the occasional ruffle or pleated edge. When | 
do edgestitching or topstitching, | line up the edge of my fabric with 
a line or groove or other part of my presser foot. I’ve used that presser 
foot for more than 40 years, so | know it well, and trust it to guide my 
stitching lines just the way | want it to. 


In 
fact, | prefer a flat-bed machine—| was delighted when | finally hada 
custom table built to house my Singer, so | had a wide, even surface 
for sewing. When faced with sewing small, tubular items like sleeve 
cuffs or Barbie waistbands, it’s simple to stitch from the inside of the 
tube rather than the outside. Anything too small to sew this way is 
probablytoo small to fit over a free arm, anyway. 


Know when to strive for perfection, and when to just get 
the job done. Your daughter’s wedding dress might deserve all 
the couture finesse you can devote to it, buther Halloween costume 
probably doesn't. We all have limited time to sew, so it’s important 
to decide what will give you the greatest satisfaction, and to 

spend your time and energy there. Sewing is a creative 
pursuit and should never feel like a chore. 





Fk 


Treat your sewing machine well, and it will stand by you. 
Ruth has cleaned and oiled her Singer lovingly for decades, 
and it’s still going strong. 
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Old or new, 


sewing shears 

deserve respect 
and thoughtful 
care. 
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Important things that | didn’t 
learn from my mother 


Today’s equipment 
makes some tasks 
easier and faster, but 
you can doa lot with 
any machine that can 
zigzag. Ruth's free- 
motion monogram (top 
le ft, white), compares 
quite favorably to a 
computerized stitch-out 
(in red). 





BY CAROL FRESIA 


Current ready-to-wear techniques 
Traditional dressmaking techniques are tried and true, but they 
don’t cover every situation you might encounter these days. 


Today's wide range of elastics, stretch 
and ballpoint needles, and woolly nylon (great in a serger’s loopers, 
but also excellent when hand-wound ona bobbin) has circumvented 
the skipped stitches, less-than-perfect topstitching, and popping 
seams that plagued me and my mother 30 years ago. Knit-sewing is 
now a pleasure, whether with a serger or a sewing machine 
(below, left). 


Now 
the standard in ready-to-wear clothing, invisible zippers were a rarity 
when | was learning to sew. Now | use them almost exclusively— 
they’re easier to sew than a standard zipper because there’s no 
topstitching to muff up, and very few opportunities to break a needle 
on an old-fashioned metal zipper tooth. 


If only I'd paid closer attention back then... 
I’ve seen my mother do these things dozens of times—but | 
haven't quite mastered her techniques yet. 


Most patterns 
instruct the sewer to run two lines of easestitching along a sleeve cap 
and gather the sleeve slightly to fit the armscye. Mom dispenses with 
this, simply pinning the sleeve in at the shoulder seam and front and 
back notches. Her secret is in the sewing (see photo at left): with the 
sleeve side up, she carefully “spreads” the fabric along the seamline as 
she sews to create a smooth, ripple-free pathfor the stitches. It looks 
easy to do, but trust me, it takes practice. 


My mother never used the buttonhole 
attachment that came with her machine, opting instead for a satin 
stitch to work strong, attractive buttonholes. To do so, mark the 
ends of the buttonholes with pins, then satin-stitch the sides of the 
buttonhole, widening the stitch at the ends tosew bar tacks. Fora 
stronger buttonhole, stitch over the sides twice. 


Mine still don’t come out quite as smooth and bulk-free 
as my mother’s, but she says it’s all a matter of careful staystitching, 
trimming, clipping, and pressing the seam allowances. These steps, 





along with conscientious pinning, will keep all 
the layers flat and in place so you can edgestitch 
from the inside or outside (your choice), and avoid 
hand stitching. 


Mom solved her fitting problems 
by finding a few styles she liked and that fit her well 
and redrafting them into others. She had no formal 
training in pattern-drafting, but just used common 
sense and, of course, years of experience to tell her what she needed 
to do. She also taught herself to make patterns from ready-to-wear 
garments, so she could duplicate her favorite clothes. 


Sew early and often, 
because the more you 
do, the better you get. 
Years of experience 
enable Ruth to turn out 


New stuff can help all sewers, 


perfect buttonholes, 
even veterans collars, and cuffs (right 
| can’t blame Mom for not teaching me—most of these didn’t and bottom) on her 4o0- 
exist when | was learning. year-old Singer. Carol 


and her kids, above, are 
still working to hone 
Today’s products are those skills. 
excellent and varied—a far cry from the stiff, unreliable fusibles of 
the 1970s. I’m a big fan of iron-on interfacings now, but | still find 
that some fabrics are better off with a good, old-fashioned sew-in 
interfacing. 


After years 
of zigzagging or binding all my seam allowances, | bought a serger 
and immediately fel! in love with how quickly and neatly | could both 
stitch seams and finish seam allowances. | also found that | can be 
inventive and have fun with my serger. 


In the past five 
years, I've started to keep a supply of every kind of needle ! can find: 
universal, ballpoint, stretch, sharp, twin, and wing needles, ina 
variety of sizes. The right (new) needle can prevent skipped stitches, 
broken thread, and puckery seamlines, not to mention serious 
machine mishaps. 


Even though | don't 
machine embroider, it’s incredibly useful to have a small supply of 
stabilizers on hand for general sewing. These products support the 
fabric and prevent puckers, wobbles and waves, fabric jams in the 
bobbin area, and other unfortunate occurrences. | find tear-away 
stabilizers are the most versatile, but there are times when a cut-away 
or water-soluble type suits my needs better. 
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Most of the techniques that make a coat warm don’t show 
from the outside. You can use all of the methods explained 
here orany combination of them to create your perfect 
coat. This coat is a modified Vogue pattern 2472. 
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A drawstring flange and ribbed storm cuffs 
keep out the drafts. A detachable hood and 
wool interlining ward off chills, and a built-in 


wind block keeps you 
toasty warm. 


hen the wind blows right through your coat, or drafts enter at 
the hem and cuffs and carry your body heat right out through the 
neck, it’s time to think about how to add warmth. Don't add so 
much batting or insulation that your coat gets too heavy or uncom- 
fortable. What you need are lightweight solutions. 

There are different ways to build warmth into a coat. You can add an 
interlining between the coat and the lining to hold in body heat, use design 
elements that block the wind from running up your sleeves or down your 
back, and add a hood to keep you dry and protected. 

Here's how! go about selecting a coat pattern for adaptability, fitting 
a muslin for comfort and insulation, and using design and construction 
techniques to build in lightweight warmth. 





Make a muslin to check your fit 

It's a good idea to buy a pattern one size larger to allow enough room for 
the interlining. To illustrate my adaptation, I've chosen Vogue 2472, a 
straight coat pattern with raglan sleeves. 

When choosing a coat style, consider the amount of front overlap. For 
the most warmth, choose a double-breasted coat, one with a deep overlap, 
or an off-center closing. On a coat with a narrower overlap, use a two-way 
zipper or hidden buttons to lock in warmth. The two-way zipper opens 
from both the top and bottom to enable comfortable sitting—especially 
important on longer coats. Hidden buttons require several extra layers of 
fabric for the concealed placket—these layers also retain heat. 

Make a muslin of your new pattern and try it on over a sweater or jacket 
to make sure the coat fits loosely enough to maintain a layer of air for insu- 
lation. A coat that fits too tightly won't keep you warm. 

This is the best time to make fitting adjustments. Be sure to test the fit 
in the arms, shoulders, and across the back for comfortable driving and 
reaching. Correct the hem length to enable you to walk up and down stairs 
and escalators, and step safely into buses and cars. Plan for wearing the 
coat with dresses and skirts, when the hem should cover your boot tops. 
Once you have adjusted the muslin and pattern, youre ready to consider 
fabric and other design details. 


Choose a fabric for wear as well as warmth 
I use alpaca for coats because it’s lightweight and wears well. Wool or 


wool/mohair blends are other good fabrics to consider. I have also used 


continued >>> 
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tightly woven raincoat cotton for winter coats by underlining 
with two layers of Thinsulate (commercial interlining designed 
specifically for garment insulation). 

Luxury fibers such as cashmere are delightful to wear and 
have a wonderful hand, but they require careful treatment. 
These luxury fibers don't always stand up to a season’s 
hard wear. 

Once youve chosen your fabric and lining, preshrink them. 
Sponge, steam, or dry-clean your wool and steam or wash your 
linings before cutting your pattern pieces. 


Add interlining for warmth 
Interlining is one of the most important additions to a basic 


coat construction. Instead of using a flannel-backed lin- 
ing, which is typically heavy but not particularly warm, I use 
lambswool, as shown lower right on the previous page, for its 
lightweight loft and insulating properties. I cut and sew it ina 
double layer as one with the lining. Baste the layers together at 
the seams before sewing. 

Now that you've selected your pattern and fabric and inter- 
lined your lining, decide which of the following techniques 
you want to use in making your perfect coat. You can use all of 
them or be selective—it’s up toyou. Tt 


Paddye Mann, RCA, designs from her studio and shop in Paken- 
ham, Ontario, Canada. 


_ Install a wind block to shield shoulders 
ail ans 


Tailors often put leather chamois 
between coat layers to block wind 
from penetrating the coat through 
the shoulders. But | prefer a prod- 
uct called Wind Stop because it is 
lighter than chamois. 


RaoSiessAAQNsy 


Whatever material you choose, cut the 
pieces following your coat pattern, as 
illustrated at right, to cover the upper 
shoulders, front and back. When you 
sew the pieces together, overlap and 
stitch the seams (below) rather than 
using a typical seam construction. 
Hand-tack the wind block to the cor- 
responding seam allowances inside 
the coat before sewing in the lining, 
as shown in middle photograph on 
previous page. 
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Adapt as necessary 
to accommodate 
raglan sleeves. 


Add %inchat the 
lower edge on fold. 





Lap Lap 
Add 1 inch ease to the back 

lower edge tapering to 

zero ease at the neck. 


Mode! photos: Jack Deutsch, hair and makeup Sylvia Pichler; all other photos: Sloan Howard; drawings: Linda Boston 


Stop drafts with a hip flange 


A drawstring hip flange protects the upper body from updrafts. 


The four-inch wide flange carries a drawstring and is attached to the lining 
inside the coat. To make the flange, cut a nine-inch wide strip of lining 
fabric the length ofthe coat lining hip circumference, plus two inches. Hem 
the short ends. 
unfinished edges together to form a tube. Turn right side out and press it 
flat, and stitch a casing on the folded edge to contain the drawstring. Then 
edgestitch the opposite side along the hip around the circumference of the 
lining as illustrated. Run acord through the casing and attach a cordstop (as 
pictured in the upper photograph on page 47). 


OURCES 


LAMBSWOOL THINSULATE 


Greenberg & Hammer, USA Thinsulate, USA 

greenberg-hammer.com justmakeit.com 

800-955-5135 

(not on their website, but it’s WIND STOP 

available by phone) Cy Rudnick’s Fabrics 
816-842-7808 

MacDonald Faber, Canada Crown Center 

877-668-4667 Suite 335 

600 Queen Street West Kansas City, MO 64108 

Toronto, ON - Canada § 116-842-7808 

Mo6J 1R3 















Fold the strip with right sides together and sew the long 






Attach 
at hip. 





RS lining 






Edgestitch 
to lining. 
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drawstring buttons whe 
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6 the coat is closed 
and also adds 
extra warm 


layers. 
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Add storm cuffs to keep air from 
shooting up your arms 








Most coat patterns don’t have a storm cuff, but you can 
add your own. 


After the garment is completed, sew the cuffs by hand 
to the lining 4 inches above the hem edge. 


The perfect cuff fabric fits the wrist comfortably and 
stretches to fit the sleeve lining. To make a storm cuff, 
measure your wrist and the width of the sleeve four inches 
above the sleeve hem and form the cuff as illustrated in 
the middle illustration below. 


pene : Make cuffs from soft, hand-knitted 
4 inches cashmere, ribbed stretch cotton, or wool. 










Measure 
circumference. 






Stretch to 
sleeve measurement. 






3 ee 





your wrist 
measurement For ribbed knit, 
cut a double 
layer and fold at 
the wrist edge. 
hemline 


sleeve 





Cover your neck and 
head with a hood 


A detachable hood should stay up without 


le 


collapsing over the face. Add fur or faux fur 12 
trim around your hood to block the wind. 1. | 
| 
1. Measure from the top of the | 
head to the baseof the neck, | 
plus one inch for ease. oot 


a 


& 


wi 


. Measure from the outside 


. Add seam allowances. 4, Front neckline < | 


. Use the neckline shape from 


. Add buttonholes to the hood 


For sub-zero weather, add an extra liner 





Consider making an optional detached layer from quilted 
or wool fabric as a liner. Shorten 


the collar. 


Follow your coat 
pattern to make a 
vest pattern. Add 

a separating front 
zipper and bind the 
edges to finish them. 
A liner in the form 

of a long vest works 
double duty for extra 
cold days. 


For a standard set-in 
sleeve, just use the 
front and back pattern 
pieces. For araglan 
sleeve, join the sleeve 
and body seams and 
draw a curved armhole. 





Add pockets, if desired. 
















ae 


corner of the eye to the center 
back of the head. 


; 4, Reverse back neckline 





your pattern, as shown at right, 
to shape the lower edge. 


and corresponding buttons 
under the coat collar. 
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( Do you prefer hefty carbon steel 


what about the handles? Rings 


How to get the 
very best cut 
for the task 

at hand 


BY CAROL LAFLIN AHLES 
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Choosing, Using, and Caring for 


Scissors 


Shears 


here are few milestone events in life: a first kiss, getting 

married, buying a home. And, for me, the day I bought my 

first pair of “good” sewing scissors. I still use those Singer’s, 
and I can remember, in great detail, the day my 11-year-old self 
bought them in a summer sewing class. The scissors were ex- 
pensive, but my mentor stressed the importance of quality scis- 
sors. And I never once regretted that purchase. I've depended 
on those scissors to give a clean, smooth cut for countless years. 

When Threads asked me to survey scissors, I thought I had 

a good understanding of the styles, but I wasn’t prepared for 
the sheer volume and variety of scissors available today. So, as 
the mailman delivered scissors by the dozens, I simply started 
grouping them into three categories: scissors, shears, and 
specialty. (Please note that when I use the word “scissors” in a 
general sense, I refer to any implement with two blades; “scis- 
sors’ also describes a specific category.) In the following pages, 
you ll find descriptions and examples of the main types in each 
category, which should help you make informed purchases. 


Three basic pairs should do most jobs 

There are three basic scissors that can accommodate all 
manner of sewing tasks: dressmaker shears for patterns and 
heavier-weight fabrics; a 5- or 6-inch pair of sewing scissors or 
trimmers for clipping and trimming at your machine; and small 
embroidery scissors for snipping threads and fine detail work. 
Once you have these basics, buy specialty scissors as your needs 
dictate. And always test scissors before you plunk down your 
money. There really is no other way to become acquainted with 
a cutting implement than to hold it in your hand, and snip and 
slice fabric. Finally don't be afraid to invest in excellent quality. 
If you're lucky, like I was with my trusty Singer scissors, they'll 
last you a lifetime. US 


Carol Laflin Ahles (CarolAhles.com) is the author of Fine Ma- 
chine Sewing (The Taunton Press, 2003). 


Photos: Sloan Howard 


SCISSORS 


Although there isn’t a universal language among the manufacturers of dou- 
ble-blade cutting tools, “scissors” usually have the following characteristics: 
they're 6 to 6 % inches long or less, and they sport two round finger openings 
(called rings). They’re designed for lighter, detailed cutting, such as clipping 
seams and cutting intricate shapes. 


SEWING/GENERAL PURPOSE 


Sewing scissors feature one pointed tip and one slightly round- 
ed tip for clipping seams and light/medium trimming (at left). 








Spirale Stickschere 
EMBROIDERY Gold 18410 
Gingher 5 inch The fine, narrow-pointed blades of these smaller scissors (less Embroidery persois 
Knife Edge (Kretzer-Scissors.com) 


Sewing Scissors than 6 inches long) make easy work of close detail cutting on fine, 


(Gingher.com) 


" 


Vp 
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lightweight fabrics. These scissors are often created in decorative, 
vintage-inspired styles (at right) and should be stored in a protective 
leather sheath. 
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TRIMMERS 


Similar in size and shape to sewing/general-purpose scis- 


















sors, but created especially for trimming: both blades are 


pointed so you can clip right up into a corner (bottom right). 


BUTTONHOLE 


Do you have a hard time cutting buttonholes to the same 
length and worry that you might accidentally snip through 
the end of one? Well, then these nifty scissors are for you. 
They feature an adjustable screw that ensures the same ex- 
act length cut every time (bottom left). 


Gingher 4 ‘inch 
Buttonhole Scissors 
G-BH (Gingher.com) 


Kai 6 % inch Sewing 
Scissors NS165 
(KaiScissors.com) 
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SHEARS 


As compared to “scissors,” shears are usually longer than 6 inches (for 
home use, we found some as long as 12 inches), and they’re designed 
for more heavy-duty and less detailed cutting. Shears are easily iden- 
tified by their finger openings: the top is a round ring (for the thumb), 
and the lower opening (called the bow) is an elongated oval that can 
accommodate two or more fingers. 


BENT-HANDLED 


Also called “dressmaker’s” or, in longer 







>_? 


lengths with stronger blades, “tailor’s” or 
“heavy-duty,” the offset finger openings 
make it easier to cut fabric on a flat surface 


Finny alpha 7322 ZL 
without lifting the fabric (at right). ioe caen 2 an 


(Kretzer-Scissors.com) 





STRAIGHT/ALL-PURPOSE 
These straitlaced shears (at left) are gen- 


erally not as heavy or long as their bent- 





handled pals, and they are a comfortable 






















choice when fabric doesn’t need to lay flat 
ona table. 


PINKING 


The blades’ jagged edges make a decorative 

zigzag cut, which also prevents the cut fabric 
from raveling. Pinking shears often require a 
little more muscle to use, 


because the screws A > 
f ass 

are purposely f ’ ‘y 

f Cut hinge 
tightened to jf , \ 

/ totiponlongcuts \ 

produce a ff \ 
lean cut. Y Put your scissors through ) 
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{their full motion. This saves time, 
\ and if your scissor balks at any 
\ point in the cut, you'll know i 


‘ | 
\ right away that they need / 
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Wiss (S-1273) 7 inch be sharpening. ih 
| Straight Trimmers A we 
(CooperTools.com) hi aia 


Finny alpha 97620 
Pinking Shears 
(Kretzer-Scissors.com) 


54 THREADS 








SNIPS 


Aliso called “clips” or “nippers,” 
these scissors fit into the palm 
ofthe hand. There are a variety 
of styles—some have a ring for 
the middle or ring finger, and 
some are spring-action for left- 
ies or righties—but the sole pur- 
pose of each is to clip threads. 
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a, 
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/ Dontforce 
f a cut \, 
i if you feel even a little \ 


resistance, stop cutting ( 
«  immediately.Forcingthe jf 
scissors may throw } 
\ the blades out of } 
alignment. ial 
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FOR LEFTIES 


f you are among the right-handed majority, have you ever 
tried to cut with left-handed scissors? Nothing will make you 


AMBIDEXTROUS MODELS 
The handles are designed to be used 
with either hand, but a left-handed person 





still has to squeeze in an unnatural way; 
this problem is avoided with spring-action 
scissors. The cutting line is hard to see 
because it’s blocked by the blade. 







sympathize with left-handed folks more. Luckily for lefties, there are quite 
a few left-handed scissors available today, but their “left-handedness” varies: 


t] Care and Cleaning 


To keep your blades in 
tip-top condition, take the 


Titanium-coated Micro-serrated Snips followin g steps: 


738T (Specialty Product Sales; email 
them at MRScissors@ yahoo.com) ® Wipe the blades after 
each use with a clean, soft, 
dry cloth. Even the slightest 
lint buildup can affect the 


smooth cutting action. 


@ Every few months, place a 
drop of sewing machine oil 
on the pivot screw, open and 
close the blades a few times, 
and wipe off the excess. 


Mundial 4% inch Thread Clip 
(Mundial.com) 


@ Always place scissors well 
away from a table edge, as a 
fall to the floor can cause a 
lot of damage. 





Squizzers (Laschal Surgical, 
914-949-8577) 





™@ Keep scissors, especially 
fine-tipped scissors, ina 
protective sheath or box 
and store in a dry location to 
prevent rust. 









OmniGrid 2063 (Dritz.com) 


TRUE LEFT-HANDED VARIETIES 
Scissors labeled “left-handed” are made 
completely in reverse of right-handed 

ones, which eliminates all hand position 


and visibility problems. 


Fiskars No. 8 Bent Scissors 
Left-Handed (Fiskars.com) 
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SPECIALTY 


Quite a few of the specialty scissors on the market 
were originally designed for medical applications. So, 
by all means, don’t be restricted by a scissors’ name. 
Use what works best f or you. 


SERRATED 
Fine serrations on one blade edge keeps slippery fabrics 
or threads from slipping while being cut. 


MACHINE EMBROIDERY 

These scissors (at left) have fine blades, often curved, 
and the shank is offset to aid in clipping thread in em- 
broidery or quilting machines. 


APPLIQUE 
Designed to trim excess fabric from appliqué stitching. 
The narrow/wide blade combo of the duck- or pelican- 


Machine Embroidery Scissors, bill appliqué scissors (at right) assists in close trimming, 


“Double curved” (Specialty 
Product Sales; email them at 
MRScissors@ yahoo.com) 


especially if you want to trim away an upper fabric layer 
without cutting the lower. Lace appliqué scissors are a 
mini version of the duck-bill and are great for trimming 


appliquéd lace and when hemstitching lace. 
Heritage Cutlery 6% inch 
Rag Quilting Snips VP7 


(HeritageCutlery.com) SPRING-ACTION 


Designed to be used right- or left-handed, the spring in 
the handle also reduces fatigue as you cut. NOTE: The 
blades and tips on squeeze action snips (at left) can be 


fragile, so use with care. 


DECORATIVE/DESIGNER SERIES 

Right in time for the gift-giving season, Gingher intro- 
duces new decorative 8-inch and embroidery scissors by 
artist Simonetta Pavoni every fall. Other companies also 


offer screen-printed handles or fashion colors. 


ToolTron Silk 
Screened Needleart 
Scissors (ToolTron.com) 
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Serrated Goldwork Embroidery 
Scissors with Chatelaine 
(CarolAhles.com) 


Spirale Duck-bill 
Appliqué Scissors 
(Kretzer-Scissors.com) 
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Dovo Rainbow 
Embroidery 
Scissors 
(Dovo.com) 


Slip n’ Snip Folding 
Scissors (Professional 
Sewing Supplies, 9 3 . ‘ 3 % inch Blunt-nose 
206-324-8823) ‘“ » / . Travel Embroidery 
j Scissors, (Nifty Notions, 
QuiltersResource.com) 











Ask your \ 
hairstylist ‘ 
{ about sharpening ' 
i 


TRAVEL 
These scissors put safety first. The round- or ) 
blunt-tip small scissors (top right) may be car- ) He or she is sure to be very 

___ fussy about whom they / 
trust to sharpen their / 


- , 
\ expensive blades. / 
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4-inch Seam Ripper 
(HeritageCutlery.com) 


ried on some airlines. | like to keep a pair on 

a “Zinger” (at far right), and clip them to my / 
waist so they are always handy when | need 

to clip threads. And with the blunt tips, | don’t 

have to worry about getting stabbed as | move 


from machine to ironing board and back. 


FOLDING 

Folding scissors (top) do have sharp points 
(not for the airplane) but they fit into your 
pocket or purse. 





SEAM RIPPER/SCISSOR COMBO 


At first glance, these small angled scissors ap- 


Zinger (Specialty Product 
Sales; email them at 
MRScissors@yahoo.com) 


pear to have a broken point, but because that 
blade is shorter and blunt, you can use the other 
blade’s extending point as a seam ripper. 


HOME SHARPENING KITS: DO THEY REALLY DO THE JOB? 


Although | prefer professional sharpening, Scissors Sharpener #9861 (Fiskars.com). 
there are a few home-sharpening devices But we found that it’s hard to know if 
on the market. Check to make sure they’re we were sharpening at the correct angle. 


compatible with your particular scissors 
: : OUR PICK: SCISSORPRO 

because different styles have different 

‘ ; This electric sharpener has magnets, as 
blade angles. Scissors can be ruined by : } 
: ; F well as guides, that hold the scissors at 
improper sharpening, so it pays to do your 
standard or knife-edge angles. There 





homework. 
ScissorPro MSo0o 





are two options of diamond-abrasive 
COMPACT OPTIONS sharpening—coarse and fine. Although eae Syn cons, 
The Threads staff tested three inexpensive _ this device costs $69.95, Threads staffers 


hand-held sharpeners: Gingher’s Knife found that it’s easy to use, produces 
Edge Sharpening Stone (Gingher.com), consistent results, and can be used with 
Fiskars SewSharp #9854, and Fiskars left- or right-handed scissors. 
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The more markings, the better. 

A muslin test garment is your chance to do 
things in sewing that you wouldn't normally 
do, Go ahead and use up old or garish thread. 
Leave plenty of dangling thread tails, and 
write all over the thing with permanent (yes, 
permanent) marker. Heck, even sew half of the 
muslin inside out, if the urge hits. No one will 
see all that wild, crazy rule-breaking but you. 


Butterick 4515 


THREADS 






Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup: Sylvia Pichler; all other photos: Sloan Howard 


love the smell of muslin. The subtle, 
almost earthy aroma emitted from 
__ the unbleached cotton fabric re- 
minds me to relax, slow down, and 
enjoy the craft of garment creation. 
~ But myattitude wasn't always so 
Zen-like. When I first started sewing, like 
many others, I was impatient to finish a 
garment so I could wear it. I didn't listen 
when more experienced sewing friends 
suggested that I test a pattern’s fit by cre- 
ating a muslin version. What? That was 
double the work! So, I jumped in, cut my 
fashion fabric directly from an absolute 
stranger of a pattern, and started madly 
sewing. 

Unfortunately, my haste led to many 
frustrating hours ripping out seams and 
resewing to get a better fit, which wasn't 
always possible at that late stage. And 
usually my fabric never fully recovered 
from all that tugging and tearing. 

It took me many a fitting disaster to 
come around to the idea of testing a pat- 
tern, but the first time I did, I became a 
complete and utter convert. I will share 
four excellent reasons for a muslin test 
garment and explain the straightforward 
process for making one. You'll see—with 
a good-smelling muslin test garment by 
your side, youll be able to kick back and 
focus entirely on sewing your fashion 
fabric, confident that all the fitting “ts 
are crossed and “i’s dotted. Us 
Jennifer Sauer is an associate editor at 
Threads who learned the value of testing 
a pattern when she attended the Fashion 
Institute of Design and Merchandising 
(Fidm.com). 
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THERE ARE FOUR 
GOOD REASONS WHY 


PRACTICE MAKES 
PERFECT—AND 
STRESS-FREE SEWING 


@ Before you take your 


REASON 


bike on a busy highway, 
you should pedal around the 
neighborhood's side streets, no? 
Think of a muslin test garment 
as the quiet side street of the 
sewing world—it allows you to 
practice techniques and fine- 
tune/streamline the garment- 
making process. With Butterick 
4515, | found the recommended 
%-inch seam allowances too 
bulky, especially in the princess 
seams, so switched to %s-inch 
amounts. | also set sleeves 
differently than the pattern 
instructions, sol didn’t need to 
transfer all of those markings. 
m@ You know how sometimes 
the fear of making mistakes can 
actually lead to procrastination? 
Well, in muslin, | can experiment 
and happily make mistakes, 
without fear of ruining 


expensive fabric. 





REASON 


SPOT-ON FIT AND 
STYLE, DOWNTO 
THE HEMS 


@ With a muslin test 


garment, you can let in, 





REASON 


take out, and otherwise 
tweak the fit in areas impossible 
to adjust in fashion fabric, such as 
slashing and spreading at the waist 


or shoulder area. 


FASHION FABRIC 
IS SPARED WEAR 
AND TEAR 


m@ Because you adjust 





REASON 


fit and figure out 
hem placement in a muslin, you 
don’t need to leave extra fabric in 
the seam and hem allowances. 

@ You'll only need to sew once 

and won't have to rip out stitches, 
which can leave behind tiny 
pinpricks or tears. The simple act of 
pushing, pulling, and easing fabric 
over the feed dogs can also stretch 


fabric out of shape. 


IN THE LONG RUN, ATEST GARMENT ACTUALLY SAVES TIME 

= A muslin test-run may take a little extra time at the beginning 
of the pattern/fabric relationship, but I like to think of it as the 
ultimate icebreaker—a way to slowly get to know a pattern, learn 


its idiosyncrasies, and coax it into shape before committing to it 


in fashion fabric. And, believe it or not, I’ve found that making a 


muslin version actually saves time—and frustration. 
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Making a muslin, step by step 


i -———_—. a = = —— 


Choose a pattern size using the measurement chart (usually found on the back of the 
pattern envelope or on the instruction sheets) as your guide. Press all pattern pieces 
with a warm, dry iron; the tiniest fold or wrinkle can affect fit. 


1. CUT OUT THE MAIN GARMENT PIECES. NO NEED TO 
SPEND TIME ON CUFFS, FACINGS, POCKETS, ETC. 


Cut out the main pattern pieces as marked, including two sleeves. (As 
you'll see later, you'll sew and attach one sleeve first, then check the fit. 
Only if things look too tight or too loose across the shoulders will you 
need to attach the other sleeve as well.) 


2. MARK DARTS, GRAINLINES, WAIST, AND BUST POINTS 
WITH BLUE PERMANENT MARKER. 


Markthe center front lines, and zipper or buttonhole placement; 
you can mark the seamlines too, if you like. When you make 

any fit or style changes, you'll know exactly where 

your starting points are. Mark pockets directly on 

the muslin to judge placement. Baste hemlines 

because the line of thread is easier to feel and 

press; if desired, staystitch the neck edges. 


3. SEW TOGETHER USING LONG BASTING 
STITCHES; PRESS. 


Follow your pattern instructions, skipping steps 

for details you decided not to include. Sew on one 
sleeve to start. Don’t sew closures; simply pin those 
closed. Also, just press up and loosely pin the hems. 
To make stitch removal easy, only back-tack at 
stress points. 


4. PRESS ALL SEAMS AS YOU WOULD IN A 
FINAL GARMENT. 


You can cut many corners in a muslin, but 

never skip pressing steps because even a % inch 
difference can throw off your fit. Press the seam 
as sewn to set the stitches, press it open, then 
press again from the right side of the garment. 
Whenever possible, don't trim or clip seam 
allowances in the muslin, as you might need to let 
out seams in the fitting process. 





5. TRY ON OR HANG ON A DRESS FORM TO 
EVALUATE FIT AND STYLE. 


Check fit, style, and length. If you prefer to fit the test 
garment on yourself, enlist the help of a fitting buddy. 
If the fit looks strange across the shoulders, sew on the 
other sleeve. 


6. PIN OUT ANY CHANGES OR RELEASE BAST- 
ING STITCHES. 


Write adjustment amounts and any other notes directly 
on the muslin. Also pin-mark any style changes you wish 
to make. When satisfied with the fit and style, remove the 
garment, and lay it flat on a hard surface. 


NOTE: Unless the left and right sides of your body 
are radically different, you can make changes on 
one side of the muslin garment. 
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7, TRACE ALONG PINNED LINES WITH A RED 
PERMANENT MARKER. 


Using a dotted line, mark both sides of a pinned section. 


8. RELEASE PINS, PRESS FLAT, MEASURE CHANGES, 
AND TRANSFER TO PATTERN. 


Measure the differences between the red and blue lines. Transfer 
these changes to your pattern. If you make major adjustments, you 
might want to make another test garment to double-check the fit. 
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Thanks to the muslin, the final outfit fits perfectly. 

Eight different adjustments were made to the jacket muslin, 

a few of which could never have been made in final fabric: 
pinching out in the shoulder areas, adding height to the neck, 
and slashing and spreading at the waist. The skirt didn’t require 
any changes, which is rare, indeed. 
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Principles 


Shedding light on the formulas 
of patternmaking and 
modification BY SUSAN LAZEAR 


j ‘ fter years of studying how to make pattern pieces and 





1 \ observing how successfully they go together, I've noticed 
'  ‘\certain universal principles about them. There are several 
key points in the anatomy of a pattern. And because they are 
universal to all garments, they exist on almost every pattern 
you use. 

Use my principles as a guide or checklist to proofread your 
patterns, and youl eliminate many initial pattern glitches. As 
you apply these principles, your mastery of pattern alterations 
will develop and youl enjoy sewing better-fitting garments. 

Whether drafting or altering, you'll find these principles 
extremely helpful the next time you're working with a pattern. 
People enjoy wearing more fitted garments these days. Hope- 
fully, my guidelines will help you achieve the look. EX 


Susan Lazear is a professor at San Diego Mesa College—and 
owns and developed Cochenille Design Studio, a pattern drafting 
software company. Learn more at cochenille.com. 
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KEY POINTS MAKE 


oh 


The upper shoulder point—where a 
jewel neckline crosses the shoulder 
seam—is the key pattern reference 
point on a garment. The garment 
hangs from this point and it marks 
where you should begin most length 
and depth measurements. 


2 Lengthwise grainlines usually run par- 
allel with the center front and center 
back lines, and perpendicular to the 
hipline and biceps line. 


3 Atthe point where two pattern piece 
corners join front to back—for ex- 
ample, at a pants waist side seam, the 
underarm side seam, or each end of 
a shoulder seam—the combined cor- 
ner angles equal 180 degrees, usually 
from the right angles at each corner. 
This prevents seams from having un- 
desirable bumps at the edge. 


4 On contoured body styles when the 
side seam angles in or out, or the 
garment is A-line or flared, use a 
curved hem. This is true for bodices, 
coats, skirts, and any garment that 
flares or angles. 


5 Astandard jewel neckline width is 
approximately a third of the total 
shoulder width. The front neckline 
depth is approximately half of the 
neck width. The back neckline is 
generally % inch deep on most sizes. 


Linda Boston 


Drawings 





MEASUREMENTS COUNT 


6 Darts must always point toward the 
apex on the body, i.e., the bust point, 
but they don’t reach it. Keep the dart 
point 4% to 1% inches from the apex so 
it ends gracefully and doesn’t accen- 
tuate the bust point. 


T The shoulder slope is essentially a 
dart, hidden in the seam, allowing the 
garment to hang on the straight of 
grain. The slope on your pattern must 
match your own shoulder slope for a 
bodice to fit properly. 


8 When adding more than 1% inches of 
flare to a pattern piece (to each gar- 
ment quadrant), make the addition 
internally, not on the side seam. The 
allowable amount of flare you can 
successfully add at the side seam in- 
creases as the pattern piece becomes 
longer. Adding excessive flare at the 
side seams can leave you with a gar- 
ment that looks like it has fins. 


Q Use seam allowances on large darts 
and fold and sew smaller darts as a 
wedge. Removing the extra fabric 
provides a smoother fit. 


10 The front waistline is generally 
longer than the back by approxi- 
mately an inch. Conversely, the back 
hipline is longer on the back by the 
same amount. 


ARMHOLES 


Alter the armhole first and then adjust the sleeve 
cap. The proper armhole fit makes the whole bodice 
hang better. And of course, the right armhole is es- 
sential for a properly fitted sleeve. 


1 The upper chest width is generally narrower than 
its corresponding shoulder point. On a size1o, the 
armhole curves in approximately “4 to % inch on 
each side. 


2 The front armhole angles toward the center 
front from the shoulder point down about 
two-thirds of the armhole depth before 
starting its curve around to the side seam. 


3 The back armhole curves toward the side seam 
halfway down the armhole depth. You need the 
greater scoop in the front to accommodate for- 
ward arm movement. 





4 The lower armhole flattens for approximately a 
quarter of the armhole inset. As garments become 
less fitted, the lower armhole points drop and 
widen. 





SLEEVES AND SLEEVE CAPS 


When you alter an armhole, it’s likely that both the 2 When you deepen an armhole, you need to in- 
sleeve cap and the biceps length of the sleeve need crease the biceps circumference and shorten the 
to change, too. cap, creating a looser-fitting sleeve. 

1 The sleeve cap height on a fitted garment mea- 3 When you increase the width of a garment at the 
sures approximately % to % of the length of the side seam (resulting in a greater armhole inset on 
armhole depth, which is measured vertically from the pattern), the cap height of the sleeve needs to 
the shoulder point to the underarm. increase. 


66 THREADS 






PANTS AND SKIRTS 
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Pants and skirt patterns offer opportuni- 
ties to hide darts in seams, which can be } 
helpful once you know where they’re 
located. 


1 The side seam curve on pants and 
skirts should curve to the depth of 
the fullest part of the hip, and then 
fall straight. The fullest part on some 
people may be the abdomen or thighs. 


2 Commercial pants and skirts gener- 
ally have, on each side, one dart in the 
front and two darts in the back. The 
front hip curve is a sharper curve than 
the back, and is essentially a hidden 
dart. Front darts generally drop 3 % 
inches and back darts drop 5 inches. 


3 To allow for longer crotch lengths that 
accommodate a full abdomen or but- 
tocks, raise the center front or back 
seam above the normal waistline. 
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An expert machine embroiderer and quilter, Eve wanted to 
combine both techniques in a single ensemble. The result 
is this Asian-themed four-piece outfit; it comprises a Thai 
silk top and pants, a polyester shantung jacket, and match- 
ing purse. Eve created a border design by combining 
. motifs in editing software; she then embroidered trim 
for her top and jacket. The jacket features a trapunto 
technique to form medallions, with additional 
embroidery and quilting throughout. 
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A distinctively textured wool-cashmere tweed 
gives this classic, princess-seamed jacket its 
edge—literally. Sue took advantage of the 
multicolored weave of the fabric to create lush 
fringe at all the edges, including the pockets 
and lapels. In fact, all the fringe on the gar- 
ment comes directly from the pattern pieces; 
there are no inserted strips of fringe. Providing 
extra support along the fringed edges is an 
unexpected trim of sheer gimp. To coordinate 
with the gray and pink hues of the fabric, Sue 
created a closure that consists of a pink shell 
button layered on top of a larger, gray one; 

a braided loop made of strands of yarn from 
the fabric holds the jacket closed. Sue made 
this jacket as a surprise for a friend, using the 
friend’s personal sloper to get the size just 
right—and with a single fitting, it was perfect. 


Sue Bailey's garments photographed by fudith Neukam 


68 THREADS 








WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN SEWING? 


Sharply tailored 
designer suit 
Ann Steeves, Burlington, Mass. 





It was the sharp tailoring that originally 
attracted Ann to this Vogue pattern (now *) 
out of print), by Karl Lagerfeld. Given the on 
complexity of the jacket, she decided to 
go all out and use couture and bespoke 
techniques, including lots of pad-stitch- yo e 
ing by hand—the extra work was well 
worth it for the smooth, flat lapels that 
resulted. Ann has fond memories of | 
purchasing the fabric for this suit, a lus- 
cious satin gabardine, in Paris, where she ‘ _—— 
discovered that a love of sewing works as 
a universal language. Although she made 
the suit a few years ago and finds the 
style a little dated now, Ann still loves to 
wear the jacket, only now she tosses it on 
over jeans and calls it “vintage.” 





Trendy, layered maternity top 
Fred Schultz, Burtonsville, Md. 


Self-taught sewer Fred Schultz, a 64-year-old 
grandfather, likes to share his talent and to 
challenge himself to master new sewing and 
design skills. When a friend requested that he 
make a fashionable maternity top, he jumped 
at the opportunity to sew his first blouse. 
Fred adapted a non-maternity pattern (Vogue 
7999), and cut it froma stretch fabric. For com- 
fort and style, he added a silk chiffon lining, 
which is lettuce-hemmed and extends beyond 
the edges of the stretch fabric, creating a soft, 
ripply trim. Panels of stretch mesh inside keep 
the lining in place while providing a bit of 
extra give. Fred now teaches sewing and is 
about to launch a website, sewmanly.com. 





SEND US YOUR PHOTOS 


SHOW OFF YOUR WORK Send us photos 
and a brief description of your recent 
creations, and we may publish them. 
We accept film, but prefer digital 
images on CD. 

Whenever possible, photograph your 
well-pressed garment on a dressform 
against a neutral background. Avoid 
including people in your pictures if at all 
possible. Use even, adequate lighting. 
Take full-length and detail shots, and 
use a high-resolution setting and large 
image size for digital photos. For more 
detailed information and an entry form, 
visit threadsmagazine.com. 


Send entry form plus photos or CDs to: 
Reader's Closet, Threads magazine 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
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EMBELLISHMENTS 


BY RUTH CIEMNOCZOLOW SKI 


encrusted lapel 
just got easier 


Combined embellishment techniques 


he current trend for 

embellishment and a coat 

lapel by Elsa Schiaparelli, 
who has taken dressmaking 
to an art, inspired me to com- 
bine beaded fringe, fusible 
faux suede, bias-cut ribbon, 
and hand beading to create 
my own version of overdone 
and gaudy good. Using ready- 
made elements diminished 
the labor-intensive side of this 
ornate embellishment, leaving 
me extra time to play with 
the possibilities. Don't take 
yourself too seriously—em- 
bellishment is fun. 

, aa ee HE Senet ft |i NAL: START WITH A GOOD 
iy | j SUPPORT SYSTEM 

Because beads can get heavy, 
you should support your lapel 
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add texture, light, and style 


with heavy interfacing. Make 
a muslin of the lapel, so you 
can see how it will fall; this 
will also help determine the 
exact boundary for your em- 
bellishments. Then, cut paper 
patterns of your floral motifs 
and pin them to the muslin to 
plan your design. 

Contruct your lapel in the 
following order: Interface up- 
per collar first, then fuse faux 
suede motifs. Sew the upper 
collar to the under collar and 
press a crisp crease along the 
edge—but don't press over 
the motifs again because 
they tend to flatten. Add the 
beaded fringe, the stems, 
vines, and leaves, and finish 
with the hand-beaded pollen. 
For all of the sewn elements, 
stitch only through the top 
collar layer, leaving the under 
collar unembellished and 
unmarked. 


Ruth Ciemnoczolowski can 
sew as fast as she talks, which 
is faster than most people can 
listen. See more of her work at 
ruthfromomaha.com. 


continued >>> 


Photos: Sloan Howard 


Creetiwty iS my Stor. 
The Futura line helps me tell it. 


‘a 













The choice ts yours. 


Quantum® Futura™ 


MSRP $899 
Start your story with a Futura.” Or add another 


chapter with the Quantum Futura™— includes 
150 more stitch functions and Auto Digitizing 
to convert clip art images to embroidery 

iN an instant. 


: : SINGER® and Quantum® are registered trademarks and Futura™ is a trademark of the 
For more information, call 1-800-4SINGER Singer Company Ltd. or its affiliates. ©2005 Singer Sewing Company. All rights reserved. 
or visif singerco.com. *Laptop not included. Computer needed for embroidery. 
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EMBELLISHMENTS 


continued 


Zwade, a fusible faux suede 

| wanted to avoid hand appliquéing through real leather, 
so | used Zwade, a fusible faux suede, available in 18 col- 
ors from Kandi Corp (kandicorp.com). Experiment with 
fusing Zwade before you apply it directly to your lapel. Sew a pleat 


| hand-stitched a small pleat at the base of each flower in the base 


petal, and fused from the outer edges toward the center of each petal. 


of the petals to keep them from looking too flat. Keep- 





ing the petals attached ina circle simplifies pressing. 





Brush the Zwade with a soft toothbrush to lift the nap. EVEN Ie Penge ame ial Press from 
you cut your floral motifs. the outside 
edge of the 
petal toward 
the center 
‘ P to hold the 
Use ribbon for vines and leaves emiaulaieat 
Hanna ribbons are hand-dyed silk, multi-colored, raw- shape. 


edged bias strips. Available in a variety of colors, weaves, 
and widths from fabric stores or from artemisinc.com. 





It’s easy to pull a ribbon-threaded tapestry needle 


through your lapel if you use an awl to open the weave as shown (photo left) to cover the stitch. When you 


Anchor the ribbon 
With usm aad of the fabric and then push your needle up from the come to a flower, use the awl to open the weave, push 
then twist the ribbon wrong side.To secure the vine to the lapel, stitch the ribbon through the lapel to the wrong side and then 


to cover the stitch. through the center of the ribbon. Then twist the ribbon back up at a new starting point. 


Sew beaded fringe in clusters 
Use beaded fringe with lightweight plastic beads. Fringe 


Stitch the cluster 
to the center of 


comes sewn to a ribbon flange or to a braid—either the floral motif 





is suitable. 
Build the center of your flower by coiling, gathering, a 
: a pleat, or 
or pleating the flange and sewing it over the center of BtheriGice 
the flower in a way that pleases your eye. The flange can bundle your 
show or not, or you can use a flange with the beads re- fringe into 
clusters. 


moved to form the vine and leaves. 


vines to look like pollen. 


A final touch: hand beading 
One of the most brilliant elements of the Schiaparelli 
lapels is the seed bead sprinkled around the flowers and 


move on to the next bead. On larger glass or flat beads, 


| take an extra small stitch on the surface under the 
bead to secure it, but with seed beads, it’s a good idea 








wrong side, pick up a bead on your needle, take a stitch in, because they coordinate and blend with the bead 


with various sized 


hand-sewn beads. shorter than your bead back through the fabric and bundles in the center of the flowers. 


Beading can sound daunting, but it’s not much more to secure about every fourth bead. ! use different size g 

complicated than a scattered running stitch. Use a sil- and shape beads to make organic forms and clusters. E 

Create atmospiere imide thread, push your threaded needle up from th Il beads off th fringe; they're perfect forfilling 
in the background imide thread, push your threaded needle up from the Pull beads off the extra fringe; they re perfect for filling : 
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Sawyer Brook | 


|Billions | i ae “i Unique textures 
| og Call for your des igner fashion fa hei cS = Sest match service— 
FREE a linings, buttons, thread 
DI ‘AI ys comprehensive) An online boutique of upscale meme) 200d gy lauiic speciantels 
Jewelry-Maker's ; . ~ 
; 2 HAD yn he Bi NOW! fabrics, hand-selected by a designer EI Send $5.00 for swatch offer to: 
: __—¢ with access to some of the best ni = 
1-800-355-2137 a Sawyer Brook Fabrics P.O. Box 1800T 


of New York and Europe.* 


\ iDT' shop online Clinton, MA 01510 #800-290-2739 


= oA Dept. B263 | e FREE Swatch Service! 


! 
a] 
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Visit us on the web at sawyerbrook.com 





WWW.FIREMOUNTAINGEMS.COM ¢ Great prices, weekly specials 
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“you have exquisite taste. It’s such a 


relief to have found your website...” os r-B al ' gal ' in = 
“You've revolutionized my sewing life...” B 
ooks | 


§ America’s biggest catalog selection! | 
Try us - we'll take 10% off your first order! | © 5@ve up to 80% on thousands of current » 
books, recent overstocks, reprints. 


| @ Sewing & Needlework, Fashion, Crafts, 
Art, Home Decor, Gardening, Cookbooks, 





“Your fabrics are wonderful and your 
customer service is the best anywhere.” 
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For information, contact Linda: 


215-542-1082 / linda@emmaonesock.com | History, Travel-browse 67 subject areas. J 

@ Thirty years of savings for booklovers on 
www.emmaone sock.com A a budget. Something for everyone. El 
*Please shop responsibly. Our selection is habit-forming! i : 
i Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller fi 


647 Oak, Falls Village CT 06031-5005 
CMTE ALT | : == Www.erhbooks.com/fZs w= eal 
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fa INDEPENDENT ae: ON IN yd rm 
Sette FoR TUG STYLE You WANT AND THE QUALITY You TRUSTI 





- The Bali Collection Islander Sewing Systems Purrfection Artistic Wearables 


866-658-2612 248-889-5091 800-691-4293 
batikbutik.com islandersewing.com purrfection.com 
eat Designs by La Fred L.J. Designs SAF-T-POCKETS Patterns 
510-893-6811 775-853-2207 503-761-6460 
lafred.com LJDesignsOnline.com saf-t-pockets.com 
Cutting Line Designs Loes Hinse Designs The Sewing Workshop 
877-734-5818 888-554-5637 785-357-6231 
fabriccollections.com loeshinsedesign.com sewingworkshop.com 
Fashion Patterns by Coni Modular Design 
928-204-9362 503-722-5152 

" fashionpatterns.com kaylakennington.com Visit us online! 

' \ Great Copy Patterns Petite Plus Patterns www.patterncompanies.com 

| \ 262-898-1400 877-909-8668 
<) s greatcopy.com petitepluspatterns.com 


Loox For Tuc IPCA Loco AND BE ASSURED THAT PATTERNS ARE. . 
© PROFESSIONALLY DraFTED 


© PROFESSIONALLY GRADED (MULTIPLE SIZING) 
° INCLUDE. COMPREHENSIVE. ILLUSTRATED PATTERN GUIDES 
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READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 


Add flare to a coat pattern 


O How can | add extra swing 
to a straight coat pattern? 
—Heather Sullivan, via email 


/\ Paddye Mann, named 
f- ay To p Desi gner in Canada, 
designs and builds clothes in 
Pakenham, Ontario, replies: 
The basic rule is to add the 
flare evenly on both the front 
and back pattern pieces— 
otherwise the side seams 
wont hang straight. If you're 
only adding a couple of inches 
at the hemline you can pivot 
the side seam as shown up- 
per right. But to add greater 
amounts of flare internally— 
to add two to three-inches 





Tying Chinese buttons 


O | lost the Chinese knotted 
=, ball fabric cufflink from my 
favorite blouse. The fabric should 
match but a substitute will work. 
Can you show me how to make 
one of these balls? 


~—Deanna Levine, via email 
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Judith Neukam, associate 
editor for Threads, replies: 
Chinese ball buttons are very 
easy to make once you know 
how. First, you have to make 
the cord to tie into the knot. 
Start with a bias strip of fabric. 
The width and length of the 
strip depends on the weight 


to an A-line or upward from 
six-inches to a swing coat, 
follow the drawings below 

to make your pattern adjust- 
ments. Experiment with the 
proportions and compare the 
amount of flare to an exist- 
ing coat you like. It’s always 

a good idea to test your 
changes in muslin first. 





of your fabric. For a medium 
to lightweight silk or cotton 
cut a strip one-inch wide and 
eight-inches long. Fold the 
strip in half along the length, 
right sides together, and 
stitch about */16-inch away 
from the fold. 

Stretch the fabric strip as 
you sew, and leave a long 
thread tail when you remove 
the strip from your machine. 
Turn the strip right side out 
by threading a needle with 
the thread tail and sliding the 
needle eye-end first through 
the tunnel you formed by 
sewing along the fold. Gently 
pull the thread and the cord 
through itself. The seam al- 
lowance stuffs the cord. Now 





Add less than 
2-inches of flare 
by pivoting side 
the seam. 


Add more than 
2-inches of 
flare internally, 
as shown. 


youre ready to tie the knot. 

To make tying the knot 
easy, forma “J” shape flat on 
a table and weave one end 
over and under the cords fol- 
lowing the illustration at left. 
At this point, nothing looks 
like a ball. You have to pull 
the ends of the cord gently, 
constantly coaxing the knot 
into a ball shape. 

Tighten the outer loops 
to form the ball. Clip off the 
extra cord and sew the ends 
together under the ball. For 
the cufflink, leave the ends 
long enough to form the 
shank and sew them to the 
base of a second ball. 


continued >>> 
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There’s a Robison-Anton thread for every season® 


Over 
For nearly a century Robison-Anton has lead = 450 Beautiful L, Soaf With over 450 beautiful colors in rayon or 
the commercial embroidery industry with the aw polyester, Robison-Anton offers the designer 
finest embellishment and decorative threads 4 tml. Fi a multitude of creative possibilities. 


available. All spools are tested for uniformity, 


tensile strength and color match—providing 
smooth and easy running on all embroidery 
machines, Also, all Robison-Anton thread is 
manufactured right here in America. 


Robison-Anton 
TEXTILE COMPANY 


Available at your favorite sewing store. & | 
¥ 


ROBISON-ANTON TEXTILE COMPANY, PO Box 159, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 
SHIPPING ADDRESS: 175 Bergen Boulevard, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 a 
TEL: (201) 941-0500 FAX: (201) 941-8994 - 3 
INTERNET ADDRESS: hittp://www.robison-anton.com 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: sales@robison-anton.com 
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When you choose Robison-Anton thread, 
rayon or polyester, you've not only chosen the 
finest thread made but you have brought the 
top performing mini-king spool into your home. 








MADE IN THE USA 





O How do you sew an 
=—_unlined patch pocket by 
machine so that you can’t see 
the stitching? Sometimes | don’t 
like the look of a top stitched 
pocket. | know it can be sewn 
by hand, but tailors do it by 
machine. How? 


—T.C. Ferrito, via email 


Ane Moyes, author of 
Sewing Basics and Just 


Pockets (The Taunton Press, 
1999 and 1997, respectively), 
replies: To prepare your 
pocket, cut it with a fold-back 
facing and mark the fold line. 
Serge-finish the facing edge 
and fold it back with right 
sides together. Sew from one 
end of the fold, following the 
seam line on the pocket’s 
unfolded edges as shown at 
upper right. 

Trim the seam allowances 
in the fold-back area and 
serge the remaining seam 
allowance to *%-inch wide. It’s 
easier to work with a nar- 
rower seam allowance. 

Turn the facing to the right 
side and press it flat. Press the 
seam allowances under so the 
staystitching shows inside the 
pocket but can’t be seen on 
the outside. Shape the pocket 
over a template and use a 
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Purpose of the bust point 


O I’m new to sewing and still 
=_ finding my way around 
patterns. One particular marking 
has me stumped. What does the 
circled“X” mark refer to? It’s usu- 
ally located near a dart. 


—April Jake, via email 


clapper if needed to establish 
good, crisp edges on all four 
sides. 

Place the pressed pocket 
face up on the right side 
of your garment over the 
positioning marks and pin 
it down. Using a long, wide, 
zigzag stitch, and a contrast- 
ing thread, baste the pocket 
to the front of the garment, 
barely catching the pocket 
edges in the zigzag. 

Your original staystitch- 
ing, the zigzag thread, and 
the folded seam allowances 
provide a guide to follow as 
you sew from the inside of the 
pocket to attach the pocket 
by machine with a straight 
stitch. 

Start stitching from the 
center at the bottom of the 
pocket and work toward each 
top edge, one side at a time. 
Sew an inch, stop with the 
needle down, adjust the fabric 
so you re always only sewing 
through two layers at a time, 
and keep the work as flat 
as possible right under the 
needle. 

Sewing inside the pocket is 
tight work. It works best with 
a curved corner patch and 
produces a handsome pocket 
that’s well worth the effort. 


A Jennifer Sauer, associ- 


ate editor for Threads, 
replies: On most commercial 
patterns, the circled “X” 
identifies the bust point. It is 
a great fitting- and pattern-al- 
teration aid, because it allows 
you to compare the apex of 
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your bust with the place- 
ment of the bust point on the 
pattern. If they don’t match, 
your garment wont fit the 
way the designer intended. 
By comparing the placement, 
you can alter your pattern 


accordingly. 


Finish facing 
‘| edge. 


Fold facing. 


Staystitch 
raw edges. 


Turn facing 


to riqnt side 


Finish raw 
edges. 


Press seam 
allowance so 
sta ystitching 
shows on 
underside. 





i 


Garment RS 






Zig zag pocket 
in place—barely 
catching pocket 
edge. 
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Woven Labels 


100% 


Your Name Is Woven NOT Printed 


Special prices for 500 - 1000 
Free 


Software 


www.electricquilt.com 
sales@electricquilt.com 
1-800-356-4219 
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of America 


www.ablelabels.com 
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MONTEREY MILLS 


Fabrics and stuffing can be used 
for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
costumes and more. 


| Orders usually shipped within 48 hours 


Send for free information or Send $5.00 
for sample swatches 
1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53546 
Ph: 1-800-255-9665 ext. 2920 
Fax: 608-754-3750 
Email: campbellc@montereyinc.com 
www.montereymilis.com 
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Systems for Pattern Making 
and Fitting Products 
Patterns, Tools, Books and Videos 


Available on this website only! 


www.DesignToFit.com 


Committed 
to meeting 
the needs 

of fiber artists 
with 
excellence 


& value 


Wi 





Rupert Gibbon & Spider Inc. manufacturers of Jacquard’ 


SILK COLORS ACID COLORS : 


PROCION MX DYES NATURAL E-COLOR DYES 
LIQUID PROCION H DYES = PRE-REDUCED INDIGO 
For more information on our com plete line of products 
please visit our website: www.jacquardproducts.com 


For your free copy of our catalog call: 800 442 0455 








Gileat) Saat cachen . 


87.50 f 


Order online - safe & secure 
10 free swatches for 





OCA 


Quilters’ Conference & Showcase 


Southern California’s 
Largest Quilt Show 
January 19 - 22, 2006 


Ontario Convention Center 


Ontario, California 


Quilt & Wearable Art 


Competition 
Over $13,000 in Cash & Prizes 
Entry Deadline Oct 1, 2005 


Workshops & Lectures with 
International/Regional Teachers 


Large Merchants’ Mall 
Special Events and Exhibits 


For information visit our website 
or Send $1 for a brochure 
Road to California 
5436 F Arrow Hwy., Dept. THD 
Montclair, CA 91763 


visit us at www.road2ca.com 
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new customers! 


877-721-7269 Wwww.distinctivefabric.com 
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Whether you're serging for the first time, or you're an 
experienced pro, Baby Lock offers high-end convenience 
sure to boost your creativity—and your confidence. 





All three of these Baby Lock sergers feature Jet-Air Threading” at the touch of a lever, by far the 
easiest in the industry, Automatic Thread Delivery eliminates tensions and lets you progress from 
one fabric type to another effortlessly. , 


And the brand new Evolve can do it all—overlock, chain stitch, not to mention the 
exclusive Wave Stitch—so you can add a distinctive look to any project. Even create 
_your own fabrics. 


But the only way to truly appreciate the difference a Baby Lock serger can 
make is to try one for yourself. | encourage you to visit an authorized 
retailer near you. 


Optional Gold Standard } BEEP 
Service and Suppart program | 


is available PBS Host of “Sewing With Nancy” www. ba byl ock.com 800 ~4.22-2952 
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Delicate rolled edges by hand 


a Do you have any tips for 





~ hand rolling the edges of 
Date 
a silk scarf? 


—Charlene Parlek, 


Gretna, Neb. 


Anne Marie Soto, editor 

of Notions, the Ameri- 
can Sewing Guild national 
publication, replies: The key 
to doing this is to work in 3- 
inch to 4-inch increments and 
develop a rhythm. 

Fold the raw edge of the 

fabric up a scant 14-inch. 


Insert the threaded needle 
between the layers and bring 
it out at the fold. Take a small 


stitch just above the raw edge, 


picking up one or two threads 
from the fabric. Bring the 
needle back down and insert 
it into the fold, a thread or 
two from where it emerged. 
Glide it between the layers for 
about *-inch and then bring 
it out at the fold. Repeat the 
sequence, keeping the thread 
relaxed as you work, to create 
a “picket fence pattern” with 


nice, straight posts. Stop 





after you've sewn three or 
four-inches and gently pull 
on the thread and watch the 
fabric curl up into a lovely 


rolled edge. 


If you've been waiting for an excuse to 
buy a serger, wait no longer. Buy before 
December 31, and just look 
at everything else you Il get: 







® Baby Lock Exclusive Serger Workbook 

® Baby Lock Serger Roller Bag 

® 25% off the future purchase of Baby Lock 
exclusive feet or attachments 

® Gingher Thread Clip 

® Serger Trim Bin 


® Treasure the Moment picture frame. 


But hurry, this offer won't last forever. 


cenil +e 


“0% /O interest 
for 12 months 
with payment 


Call 500-422 990452 
to find are taile r near you 


or visit iwi. baby lack.com 


have a. 
question? 


Send it to us and we'll find 
an expert’s answer. 
Threads O&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: fers valid. from 9/1 
ThreadsOA@taunton.com | Authortged Baby Lock f 
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MASTER CLASS BY LOUISE CUTTING 
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nfinished and rough is now the 

edge of choice in many fashion 

houses. And who can say where it 
started? Are these raw edges part of our 
acclimatization to the deconstructed 
fashion trends, an embodiment of Zen 
purity, or a symbol of the freedom we all 
seek—even if it’s only in our edges? 

If you read the fashion magazines or 
visit a designer showroom, you ll see that 
they appear on evening and wedding 
gowns, business suits, blouses, frocks, 
and sportwear of all sorts. 

Maybe you stand back aghast when 
you see these deconstructed edges. 
But history proves that fashion 
trends change our minds and 
after a while we get used 
to the look. Suddenly, 
traditional edges 


va 
_ 
=F 2 


Raw Edges 


Last year’s favored edge was fringed, but this year 
it's raw—and that’s good as long as it’s well done 


start looking too rigid and these new free 
edges look more like fluted flower petals. 

Though they look unfinished, they're 
well-thought-out and provide support for 
an edge and unstructured embellishment 
at the same time. These edges were con- 
ceived from the mind of an engineer and 
the eye of a designer to make a master- 
class technique. 

Here are three fresh edges to try when 
you re sewing something new, revamp- 
ing an old favorite garment, or recycling 
ready-to-wear. These techniques make 
alterations easy because they eliminate 
the need for facings or hems. And by us- 
ing them, you can make an entire jacket 
from only one layer of fabric. 


Louise Cutting writes often for Threads 
about the latest trends and techniques. 
Visit her at cuttinglinedesigns.com. 


“Embroidery is my hobby, J AND 
a GREAT home-based business!” 


Anna Brown - Business Owner, Mom 





you build your business! 
e Speeds up to 1200 som Sa 

¢ Comprehensive training program = 

e Compatible with home software 

e Barudan employed technicians 

e Automatic color changes and trims 

e Large sewing field 

e Finished cap embroidery 

e Tubular goods 

¢ Quickest changeover from tubular goods 
to caps - no tools needed 


e Thread Clamps 


Barudan offers a New Business 
Ventures package, which | 
provides all the support and js 
training you need to get started 
ir, commercial embroidery. 





Barudan machines are 
available in 1-30 head Salas 


Call 1.800.627.4776 


visit www.barudan.com 
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Monogramming and 
Personalization For 
Machine Embroidery 
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It's not 
just a 


Zipper... 


Luxurious and . 
Avant-Garde . 
Fnhancements > 


“Fabulous zippers! The convergence of endless combinations and finest quality is the 
elevation of the art.” - Susan |. Jones, FiberArtist 


For more information on our complete line of products and links to our 
distributors who cater to the Independent Retailer please visit our website: 
www.ririzippers.com or call 1-800-ririUSA 
READER SERVICE NO. 166 





Your 
creations 
deserve 
better. 


Reliable RELIABLE 
professional L— 


steam irons 
for the 
home. 


1 800 268 1649 
www.reliablecorporation.com 
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MASTER CLASS continued 



















_ One-inch bias strips make 


a double-sided edge 


This trim technique provides a trendy edge on wool, linen, tweed, 
and bouclé garments, and it can finish the front, lapel, cuff, and 

>. hem edges of a jacket. To maintain the proportion of your pattern, 
| remove the seam allowances before applying the trim. 


a 


Cut bias strips in matching or contrasting fabric one 

inch wide and twice as long as the edges you want to 

finish. Pin one strip along the garment edge, one on the 
RS and one on the WS with all three raw edges aligned. 


Attach the strips by sewing through all three 

layers; stitch two parallel rows, %-inch apart, down 

_ the center of the strips. Because both sides of the 

NS edge are trimmed with a strip, they’ll look the 
same when the jacket lapel turns back. 


yr Use a stiff nail brush to abrade the bias 
edges, which makes them bloom. 
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Pattern Maker =. | , | Sewing & Craft Supplies 


| VISA/MC/Amex/Discover 


forcross-stitch 


WITH MACHINE EMBROIDERY ADD-ON 


Stitch your cross-stitch 
designs on your es 
embroidery maching 7, 
Tiesiclaciitiare > of 
the time it takes 

by hand! 


Features included: 


| k= $20 ea. $240.00 
‘i 7 att 
Call your local dealer \ or 

(800)768-6257 


www, cethiveers, com 0-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 





1-800-768-6257 
972-562-5411 
502-290-6484 Fax 


HobbyWare, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1321 
Crestwood, KY 40014 


check or money order accepted 
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More Fabric Savvy 
sandra Betzina 


Hardcover/ Enclosed Spiral 
Product #070745, $24.95 


© 2004 The Taunton Press 





incredible selection 
thread ~ lace & trims ~ buttons 
| quilting ~ knitting ~ dolls 
unique notions & tools for crafting 
one low postage for any size order 


FREE CATALOG 
1 800 344-4739 


Hewme -Sow ine. 


www.homesew.com 
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“FASHION?” 


Learn NYC industry techniques from university 
instructor/author Pamela Ptak who sews for NYC 
Fashion Week & the Paris Haute Couture. 


Spring & Fall: Draping, pattemmaking & Couture Graduate 
Classes at Drexel University & the Baum School of Art 


Camp Couture™ Draping, Patternmaking & Fine French 
Sewing. 1 & 2 week sessions in spring, summer & fall. 


Oct 1, 2005: Custom Dressforms at The Baum School of Art 


Call 610-346-6071 
www.ptakcouture.com 
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Updated 


New Edition 
Get yours today! 


e 19 all-new fabrics 
e 100 new tips for added expertise 
e Latest techniques for classic fabrics 


e All-new photos now 
with pattern numbers 


e Easy-to-use lining chart 
e Convenient spiralbound format 


Plus two new features: 
e Burn test for determining fabric content 
e Comprehensive stain removal guide 


Visit www.taunton.com/betzina today, 
or call toll free 800-888-8286 


The Taunton Press 











LABELS & TAGS m | 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


24 HOUR SERVICE ON ALPHACARE 


Visit our Web Site! 
(/' re 5 a www.alphaimpressions.com 
| * Peat Te j 


4 (800) 834-8221 © (323) 234-8271 
Fax (323) 234-6215 « E-mail: sales@alphaimpressions.com 


4161 5. Main St. Los Angeles, CA 90037-2235 


We Actent MASTERCARD VISA A AMEX 


Lo 


DEWINGYPATTENNS. com 
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CADENA OF SPAIN 
COUTURE SWATCHBOOK 


Cadena is a high fashion swatch book 
| designed for the custom couturier and high 
end sewing enthusiast. The company is 
located in Madrid, Spain and distributes 
fabrics to over 60 countries, selling to 
some of the world's premier designers. 


Each swatch book contains over 
480 styles with over 900 swatches. 
The book is sent out twice a year. 


lo order a catalog please call or visit our website. | 


WWW.cadenaamerica.com 


tel: 312-922-7250 


rep resented by: Fishinan's Fabrics 
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MASTER CLASS continued 













poms: bate F ies! | i eer P Stems, | eel cen" Qs eee 
td pie fC a pa (8 rere ena Seat ar, : 
Sy ee ete; ys) covet fy urCinle.-| ootiten ordre ott 
rear reels ee eS pe ae SaaS 3, e on ba 


a 3 ‘ } 
; 27 nf ae 
Fis ite, | ke fe eae LE 







~~ ~~ Trim and attach a patch 
Ae ANE add sé Set EE : J For a very easy patch pocket using the one-inch bias strip as trim, first 


remove the seam allowance from the sides and bottom of the pocket, 
but leave the top hem allowance. 


1. Serge or otherwise finish the raw top pocket edge. Fold back and hem the 
top edge. 


2. Adhere the pocket in position with 4-inch Steam-A-Seam (a pressure-sensitive 
fusible tape available at notions counters). 


3. Align the raw end of your bias strip to the hemmed pocket edge, centered 
over the raw edge of the pocket. Pin the length of bias around the pocket to the 
opposite side. The two top ends of the bias strip remain raw. Attach the pocket 
and strip to your jacket simultaneously by sewing two stitching lines %-inch 
apart along the centerof the strip and around the edge of the pocket. Finish 
with a nail brush, as before. 


double row of stitches 
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Save $650 on 
the Koala Sewing 
Studio of your 

d reaMS and get the Koala 


CraftCenter Pro Cutting/Work 
Table for half price! 





Open: 


H: 29 4” x W: 93 4” x D: 79 4” 


Closed: 


Koala OutBack Plus Studio 


ee ~ HF: 29%” x W: 46 4” x D: 22” 


Package 


Surround yourself with the wide open spaces of the Koala OutBack 
Plus and its two-point moveable workstation extension. 


OutBack Plus 

Koala SewComfort Chair 
Shipping 

Total Regular Retail Price 


Your Special Studio Price 






FREE mani 


Thread & Notions Gift Box 
$210 value 


1749 
249 
300 

2298 


51648 





Colorsand Finishes  4# Koala Cabinets come fully assembled with no exposed 
edges, beautifully finished front to back, inside and out. 








Teak << Baltic Pine 
White [ Bleached aa 


Cutting mat and deluxe machine insert not included, but can be purchased separately 








Riou 


Outuce 
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Special 1/2 price Bonus Offer 


on the Koala CraftCenter Pro when 
ordered with the Koala OutBack Plus Studio. 


*549 


CraftCenter Pro ships 






FREE ($300 value) 
when shipped with the 
Outback Plus Studio 





“Koala Cabinets give me the space, the storage, 
and the style I want in m y own dream sewin g studio.” 


Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


§ e € 
Nancy's Notions 
www.nancysnotions.com 
Call 1-800-833-0690 
1 tae 


Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 
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The edges at left were 
made (from the top 
down) a cross-cut 

knit strip on the same 
fabric—pull along the 
unfinished edge until it 
ripples; a hand-dyed bias 
ribbon on linen; and a 
sheer blend bias strip on 
a novelty knit. 






Use a single strip 
for a coordinating edge 


An alternative edge that coordinates perfectly with . 
the previous double-layer bias strip uses a single 
one-inch bias cut strip, but this time it’s sewn on the 
wrong side and turned to the right side. 


This edge can coordinate a shell neckline to its jacket. 
Experiment with various fabrics, including sheers and 
knits. Cut knit strips cross-grain instead of on the bias, 
and after they’re sewn, pull the edges until they ruffle. 


Don’t remove the seam allowance around the 
neckline. Place the bias strip on the wrong side of the 
neckline, align the raw edges, and sew the two layers 
together with one row of stitching down the center 
of the strip. 


Turn the bias strip to the right side and understitch 
through one side of the strip and the neck edge %-inch 
from the first stitching line. 


Turn the fabric right side up and press the remaining 
half of the strip over the understitching to form a 
clean, finished edge around the neckline. The bias strip 
forms two layers over the neckline seam allowance on 
the garment’s outside. 


Fluff with a nail brush. 
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These fashion patterns are 
based on Simplicity’s philosophy 
to make sewing easy and 
Threads magazine’s expertise 
with detailing and fitting. Our 
combined sewing knowledge 
will help you achieve the profes- 
sional results you are looking for. 
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www.threadsmagazine.com 
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If you love the art of quilting and dream 
of attending world-class quilt festivals, 


youre going to have the time of your life 
on a Country Heritage Tour. 










= EES ESS So 


()/  COLORHUE A aN iLL me 
LATW | Wik i eer “i 
5 i} ] 1 instant set fabric dye \ \ r q (° ey] © {t  F 
_/ // J A. - se 
| SILK RIBBON & BIAS \\{) ) , $ a R 
\ ( for dyeing and embellishing Z | | Blooming, Bigs 
WA\\ ee ~ WM Embellish with chenille in 22 colors. 
UN Saf silk threa Ly IN . 
AY (5 weights) oF, Available in 38 yd. rolls. 


SS, SA www.fauxchenille.com 
ph. 801-185-6806 
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a BSStitch it. Wash it. Youre done : 


Things Japanese * www.silkthings.com 
425-821-2287 


e The Houston International Quilt Festival | & ad oe. | 
READER SERVICE NO. 64 READER SERVICE NO. 81 


e ‘The Vermont Quilt Festival 

e Sasters Quilt Show 

¢ AQS Paducah Quilt Festival 

° Quilters Heritage Celebration Show 


e New England in the Fall 
° voguacae ; s i ae 
A Pt FREE Catalog 
= A A ee... | 
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thi of high quality embroidery and quiltin: 
fi The Quilt Tour Specialists / supplies at unbeatable Sioa For Example: ; ° . 
603-673-0640 ¢ 800-346-9820 Machine Embroidery Thread - $1.75 / 1100 yds [Imported Hand Dyed Batiks - $6.99/yd 
P.O. BOX 59 * AMHERST, NH 03031 Cotton Quilting Thread - $1.99 / 1100 yds Hand Woven Silk Dupioni - $8.99/yd 
countryheritagetours.com www.threadart.com=Ph: 800-504-686 7semail:customerservice@threadart.comefree catalog | 
READER SERVICE NO. 110 READER SERVICE NO. 62 
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THRE” Dp» { Offers a ida variety 





At last ...your two favorite Threads columns have been compiled into paperback 
books. Now you can have SewBasic and Quick to Make right at your fingertips! 
















SewBasic 34 Essential Skill for Sewing with Confidence 
Shee) DS * © Theone reference a beginning (or returning) sewer needs! It’s concise, authoritative and filled with 
detailed information that walks you through the process of sewing —from going to the fabric store 
to cutting out, sewing and finishing a project. It's an essential reference book at a great price. 


Paperback, 96 pages, 75 color photos, 80 drawings 
ISBN: 1-56158-541-6, Prod #070638 $1 2.95 


Quick to Make Stylish Gifts to Craft in a Day 

A collection of the very best small craft projects published in [hreads since 1995. With Quick to 
Make you'll create sophisticated fashion and home accessories in very little time. Each of the 34 
smartand different designs makes a perfect gift or keepsake. 


Paperback, 96 pages, 120 color photos, 80 color drawings 
ISBN: 1-56158-573-0, Prod#070632, $1 4,95 


Taunton Direct 
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MARKETPLACE 


CS Gy 


bee eee eee Look Ta 
Fabulous Fabrics & 


Findings for all your COTIONS sf C 
sewing needs! retail~mail order : 315-363-6834 _ . 


Rt.5~Oneida NY 13421 ~cottonsetcquiltshop.com 






When you need 
bright IDEAS in 


fabrics....... 







EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street * dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site: www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 
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Machine? 
www.silverreed.com 
| xaDreas 
upparcl & Peidal habe Sek oat 


Vintage & New Pashion Buttons 


www.EvaDress.com 
Stunning new fabrics are in! 
772 N. High Street, Suite 102 
Columbus, OH 43215 
614.291.8515 









(909) 223- FLEECE 





your online source for i fleece 
_ we carry FLURR and minky 





SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 


We carry thousands of hard to find 
wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 











Check out our new full-service website: 
http://wardrobesupplies.com 





See ad index on pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


IN | 
HEAVEN*® | 
Modern, cxsual style 


$19.95 


+ 3.00 s&h 


\ ghd FL add 6 12% 


CUT TING CORNERS t 
1177 Louisiana Ave * Ste 211 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
1-877-734-5818 * wwwecultinglinedesigns.com 





qentans. 





® Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE * 


ZIPPERS 


We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to 
your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy 
on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER SOURCE SM 





1900 W. Kinzie St., Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone: 312- 492- 7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 
ae WWW. Zippersource. COM Wawa 


STRETCH HOUSE, INC. 


232 W. 37th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 


Best source of spandex, 
trimmings and feathers. 


Wholesale and retail. 
Mail order available. 
Ask for swatches. 


Phone: 212-868-0944 « Fax: 212-868-0948 
sales @ stretchhouse.com 
www.stretchhouse.com 


hr 





orua Hot-Fix Embellish ments 














> @ isk for [Oma 
. Decorative louch™ Wand @® @® products at your 
- Swarovski* Crystals eo @ favorite Store! 
-RhineStuds @ r or on-line... www, | ean com 
* NailHeads c ¢ fxm Ce Pp 
I Prarls 


cath Ar om + 1-800-985-2634 






Sewheeys EC) | SAY 
Sewing Classes Knit Patterns for the Hard To Fit 


EMMA SEABROOKE 
305-664-3319 


sewkeyse@msn.com 


Sew phisticated Knit Fabrics 


Contact Emma for a 
Free Info Packet! 


Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
4 ply - 34 cojors - also 2, 3, 7, & 12 ply 
Waxed Linen Necklace Kits & Patterns 
Beading Wire, Mizuhiki, & Embellishment Cords 
Basketweaving Supplies 


Royalwood Ltd. 7 
517-Th Woodville Rd. fj 8 
Mansfield, OH 44907 “= 


catalog $2.00 
800-526-1630 
. Fax: 888-526-1618 


















t. ublimex *} 
SS ELECHIN Gon 
ha This aint your gramma's enbroidery! ut 


Any Size lroning Board 
Covers - Pads 


DISCOUNT SEWING 


1-866-739-4537 
www.sew4less.com 






CG's COUTURE DESIGNS 





If you sew but do not have the drafting skills send us your 
measurements for a pattern that fits and flatters or join 
us in one of our classes in Ft. Lauderdale. Start wearing 
good looking clothes that look good on you! For more info. 
Please call 954 733 7101 or www.cgscouture.com 





rfid orableDEks 
DESIGN PACKS © VINTAGE LACE 


TRAINING DVDs 
EDUCATION ® TECHNIQUES » PROJECTS 


www.Adorableldeas.com 






often, 
pititinitittinnae® 





*. FREE WEEKLY, EMBROIDERY DESIGN, « 


Jewish Fabrics 
Quilt & Craft Supplies 


www .1-800-dreidel.com 
Or Call: 1-800-dreide! 
Free Catalog Available 


Software 


Create custom patterns with your own computer! 
@Free trouser pattern 
@Free 30 day trial software 


http://www.patternmaker.com 
pmaker@eskimo.com@352-466-8016 





Instructional videos & DVDs 
teaching efficient and professional 
techniques for making pillows. 
888-745-5797 
www.thepillowlady.com 
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MARKETPLACE 


Lorraine Torrence @ 


dtignt @ 


2112 5.Spokane St. Seattle, WA 98144 
www.lorrainetorrence.com 


CLASS ACT ENSEMBLE 


Pattern includes 4 jacket views 
plus long and cropped pants 
XXS$-3XL 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974 
Ask for free brochure 


(®\ 


Designer Fabrics at Niottelel els Prices. 


Upholstery, Drapery, Bedding Fabrics www.TextileStudioFabrics.com 


www.yourfabric.com 
Silk, Cotton Prints, Chenilles, etc. 
Tassel Fringe, Lip Cord, and Trim 





Textiles You Feel 
Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
www.pmorganics.com 





J Wooll.. Wool’... Wool! 


Fawiless Sclection ol 
Colors and Pextures 




















From... wool coating, boucle and 
. boiled wool 
To...crepe, gabardine , sateen 
and flannel 





2.2, Canada's onilne retailer of fine fashion 
™ fabrics sewing pattems and notions 


Pr ~ Bali batik rayon from The Batik Butik 
| ~The Bali Collection sewing patterns 
~ Interlock & ribknit from Silttex Mills 

4 ~ Selection of fine cotton fabrics 
~ Folkwear, Kwik-Sew, The Classics by Material Things 
Petite Plus Patterns, The Sewing Workshop Collection 





millendstore.com 


Personal Swartching 
9701 SE McLoughhn Blvd. Service $3.00 


Milwaukie, OR 97222 Emailunllendstr@aol 

| (503)786- 1234 ‘ ’ s s 4 
Fax 786-2022 Since 1918 Distinctive Sewing Supplies 
eR: Mill End Store www.distinctivesewing.com info@distinctivesewing.com 





Nobigger dienley of fabri in Armerics. 


oo a ee ee a Se PSE SO 8 889 8944649 SOS SE SESE SESS 


BUTTONDRAWER.COM) [UNTSCFT Trey res 


Over 7,000 styles of & | Custom De signed for All of Your Needs 


buttons, clasps é & thimbles “aE LEB ee ere | 
7 an 










| Shop our online & ra 
catalog or calf: 


i 720-434-1090 


- www. -buttondrawer com =) | 


Fast Manufacturing * Exc ellent Prices © Small Or Large Orders 


TF 1-800-944-4696 sirosvenononck 


GENERAL LABEL MFG. - www.generallabel.com 


Hawaiian Fabric & Patterns ~~ 
for Muumuus. Sarongs, Aloha Shirts / 


Hula Costumes, Luau Supplies, 


Sewing Machine Attachment ev 


Universal Presser Foot Lifter, _* 


ACTS \ike a knee lift or a third hand, 
lit. ihe presser (foot for prvoting 
anol Que, Macnee enbproder! y 
quilting or sewing dificult fabrics, etc. __ 
Suosen +5 earl ist = 


Instructional DVDs, Music, Tikis \ 

www.myriahs.com ; 
(972) 853-0621 

MYRIAH’S POLYNESIAN BAZAAR 


J.1.M, Enterprises P.O. Box 598 ; 
Lafayette, CA 94549-0598 Since 1998 


onl ine Sewing Classes Ph: 1-877-542-8377 Fax: 1-925-256-7241 


www. presserfootlifter.com 


Paron Fabrics West/Annex 


Our interactive classes start Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 
at $25! * ok ok & &k & PRESENTS * * * * * * 


NYC’s Smart Online Fabric Source 


12,000 Sewing Machine & Pattern Reviews 
Buy Patterns Online 
Jalie, Kwik Sew, New Look & Burda 


MANHATTANFABRICS.COM 


PatternReview.com Se 
Exclusive Designer Fabrics 


Helping You SEW SMARTER --- every day! 
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See ad index On pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source mo 


The largest selection of snap | 
styles and colors for Shirts, 
Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 


Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Gee Ae Company 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 « 1-800-527-5271 


PURVE i Te OF 
BEAUTIFUL & Boner: IN 
TEXTILES & EMBELLISHINGS 
Beads, Buttons, Japanese Cottons, 

2 Fancy Silks from India China & France, 
African Mudcloth Kuba & Tie Dye, 
Bali Batiks (in cotton and rayon !) 
& Guatemalan Handweaves. 


Mention this ad for 10% of f 
phone mail or in ternet orders 
www. sttheresatextile.com 





é 
Soescazineto™ 


e e, 


1329 Main Street, 
Cincinnati, OH,45210 
(800) 236-2450 


Fabrics For All Occasions 
‘Bridal and Formal Fabrics » Daywear 

= N 1332 Southwest 59th 
, Ox Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73119 


(405) 685.1279 


ot \peries Fax: (405) 685.0764 
A \\' Hours: on a 10-6 * Sun. 1-5 


\\) \ We ship all over the United States 
54" dupioni silk $10.50/yd 
TAWAN AT delet cola mered an) 


100+ colors 


Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 027 
508/678-5187 elna 
anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 


Cfo Mol iiilik-mcel a el cere litess 
Tinkelaurehicele 


Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


threadsmagazine.com 


thre:ds 





REUSABLE 
Hugo's NEW [APE 


™ 50 Foot Rolls 





2”, 1”, 2’, 2-3/8” 
NEW! 


SELF CLING NO GLUE 





re Be Bus 


www.getcreativeshow.com/amazingtape.htm 


RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 


WORLD OF 


burda FASHION 


MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 
Each pattern in five sizes. 
Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 


Visit us at: www.gipnews.com/Crafts.html 










TRIMS 


FABU RIBBON 





iE 

LOUS 
LEN TEXTILES 

jacquard oka printed @ unusual subjects 
for sewing, scrapbooking, paper crafts 

wholesale or retail www.lfntextiles.com 

t: 773/883-1888 — f: 773/883-2021 


301 Hollywood Skirt” °°" "ay, 


<I Sizes 4-26 inc. —S—_ («” 


GreatforAll 
Figure Types 
$12 + $2 S&H 
703.830.1867 | 
7 Gore : 
Skint Designs 


www.dawnandersondesi ns.com 
















FACTORY DIRECT 
Vm le) ey 8 i fe 
y FREE CATALOG! 

. 973-546-4502 x33 
Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


www.lodidownandfeather.com 


Inside NJ: 











Handmade Guatemalan 
Fabrics 


Guatemalan Rainbow Fabrics 
designed by Priscilla Bianchi 
Luscious Silk Noil 
Valdani Threads 


newmoontextiles.com 
| 626-296-6663 


CLOTHINGLABELS4U.COM 


CUSTOM 
WOVEN 


AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
FREE SAMPLES! 
DURABLE! 
WON’ T FADE 


1-800 469-1301 


GARMENT 
LABELS 





ThreadPRO ~ 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 














Great Copy Patterns 
PO Box 085329 
ae Racine Wi 53408-5329 
sm Phone 262-898-1400 
$11.00 pod 


with this ad 


$12.00 canadian 


US funds only 
MC VISA Checks 
www.greatcopy.com 


#1020 
Angel 


We Teach a Skill ... Not Just a Project! ® | 


Giese | Brexerisanie 


By video, DVD, We supply everything 
or from a from fesson plans 
teacher near you to student referrals 
(Dept. LEARN) (Dept. TEACH) 


For FREE Brochure contact 
You Can Make It Inc. 
® 


\ 
1 

i 

i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
1-888-LRN-2-SEW or 610-760-1908 ' 
PO Box 247-TH : Walnutport, PA 18088 l 
i 
i 


www.youcanmakeit.com 





All Styles Now Available Online From 
www. birchstreet-folkwear.com 










Sewable Swedish Tracing Paper 


Don't cut your patterns! 


10 yards rolls - 29" wide 
Trace your pattern with this durable, strong, 
see-through and drapably soft pattern paper. 


Contact us for pricing, free sample and catalog 


ia Birch Street Clothin 


P.O. Box 1110, Alta, CA 95701 - Dept TH 
800-736-0854 (530-318-3883) * www.birchstreetclothing.com | _ 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED | 











www.zipperstop.com 
| A Feibusch Corp 
“Zipping Up America Since 1941” 
YKK Zippers 
1.888.ZIPSUSA 


Patterns of Time’ 


An extensive line of patterns, 
Cloak clasps, kilt pins, 
penannulars & buttons for 

the period accurate re-enactor - 
and costume enthusiast. Se 
www.patternsoftime.com ae 


Patterns from Medieval - 1950's and Retro Ye in, 


Total EMBELLISHMENT Views 


* Tips, tricks, trends, embellislument designs, 
ideas and inspiration for wonderful wearables. 















Total Embellishment News 
142 Braewick Road 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 


$20.00 per year (U.S.) 
$23.00 Foreign 
4 issues Sample issue $4.00 






Sewapration.com: 
the : 
: Simplitied Sewing Series 


Unique and Exclusive 
High Fashion 
Dressmaking Patterns 
designed for 
Style Obsessed 
Sewers and 
Dressmaking Divas | 
Patterns so hot they’re smokin’... 
www.hotpatterns.com| 
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MARKETPLACE cai See ad index on pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


French Connections Oo. ian 
* West African prints, hand-dyed damask, 
mudcloth, African batik panels, & more . 
® Frenchtoiles, chintz, & provencal fabrics Te L € (T) e O 
www.french-nc.com } 
. . leant EXPO MADISON, WI SEPT.'O5 
\st72 arenes Av cnc | (919) 545-9296 Pittsboro, North Carolina i AMERICAN SEW EXPO NOvVi, Mt SEP,.'05| 
f (Gakland, CA 4011 __ Quit FEST HOUSTON,TX OcT.'O5 
TUCSON RODEWAY TENT FEB..O6 


- ie — 
late 


tor art and home 


425.486.6797 


OUTERWEAR & Fremva2 Ga ‘ 
fabrics, patterns & notions 








yee eer eee at aa ph: (403) 242-3537 SALES@BOHEMIANELEMENT.COM 
NN aie’ fax: (403) 242-4171 www.hohemianelement.com 
’- Sen aaa RR#1, Box#1 * 
| The Academy OF ov eeeeas eee ,DISCOUNT PRICES 
Vent Sewing & Design | North Bay, Ontario 
Owned by Kathryn Brenne Canada P1B 8G2 ———_—_— . ———__— - 
Shirt Making with David Page Coffin « Jan 28-29, 2006 705.494.8529 pone, Finest Fabric Store > a {s 
Jeans with Ron Collins . Aug. 23-26, 2006 wwwdinesewing.com KOM H ABER MAN i | /mMmeoOwe© ms _cemni 




















ees FABRICS »¥ r P EE 
.. for bridal, apparel, & home décor. Jt War 





Books * Foundations * Blocks * Kits * Classes : : BO A NCIC Ann 
A hat will complete your art-to-wear ensemble. Shopping, swatching, projects at  -2 NEUE | Lie DE PATT FRN 
Find quality supplies and personal attention > (Our selection) 
Judith M www.habermantabrics.com 7) WITH PURCHASE OF THREE PATTERNS 
AND 


104 S. Detroit St.» LaGrange, IN USA 46761-1806 
877-499-4407 or 260-499-4407 
www.judithm.com e-mail: info@judithm.com 


905 S, Main St,, Royal Oak, MI 48067 


Phone: 248.541.0010 FREE PARKING! "ss ALWAYS 20% OFF 
" \ "ALL ACCESSORIES 


zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needles, 
scissors & shears, sewing furniture & more! 





: Sadia’ Ss Designs 


a : | genuine 
: ky Uf Sista” ~~ Dolartac & 
| 7 7 . 
ih a ih i . Pola fleece Keep your Threads back issues 


mail@sadiasews.com 
Secure online Visa/MC and Paypal transactions : : 

fabrics direct from the source looking brand new. 
Malden Mills: year round! 


store 
























* Tecnaigucs or Haute Cowtuse * Vicrosian Consris * 


TURE 9 QOS 
eGov V nrolimen” ” 
sOpe> — 


2B WOR FO8 THE Fao COOLS Seas : 
LinerTED) PARAL SCHOLARSHIPS Shopon-lineorcall toll free 877-289-7652 for a $5 swatch pack. 
PRogect » LOU" non-profit qual: Bexeitt 

PRCAL Room Bares—Biaverrow PHOENIX INN 







~www.maldenmillsstore com 


\ 





2 ee woe ee a ee ee ee a a ee a ek 2 ee ee ee ee 





mm be re 8386 North Main St. 
oth ut am Eden, NY 14057 PFAFF 
LENT ciontt, SOOR SEe Sea Ee mit 716-992-4364 Dealer 
* fom FPASHIORS * WiONRET / Kirnmacara Bias Tecnsigqurs * EDEN SEWING CENTER 


Sewing Machines trons Fashion Fabrics / Cottons & Findings 


Atlas Le Cutting Machines Needles www.edensewingcenter.com 
Vy Parts & Supplies Attachments 
Everything For The Garment Industry Dress Forms Presser Feet 
www.atlaslevy.com paper Cutting Mats 
Scissors Rulers Corset (ake Aart}, COW 
/ Busks & Boning 


A a im 

109 W 8th St Los Angeles, CA 90014 1-800-216-9128 a." __ | teeing & Casing oe 
| , i Fb a oot patience 

——\ Fabrics & Tools 

eee le ae ft 3 | ‘\ Corset Gifts 

Ste a PELE Pt eee 


- | Hundreds of Ready Made ~ 
SAT Viv | lron-On Metal and 





2 4 









Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 
$49.95 for 6). 


Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 








Swarovski’ Crystal Transfers 


P< 
Crystal Zippers, fabricDame.com 
ag anna dnnnn 8s attatatiatatactarel 


e Knit Sew-in Collars 





1365S. Juniper * Escondido, CA 92025 | providing premier ethnic, textural, 


To place an order using your credit card, 


call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the U.S. 
and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


and unusual fabrics 
7 8 8 8. 999. 040 8 For quilts that are off the wail... not offthe rack! 


60 page catalog ~ 53.50 ® www.suessparklers. com www.fabricdame,com 
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P ee, Custom Labels 


Catalog sent with samples and order fons. 
~mail: postman(@sterlingtape.com. 
wwiv.sterlingnametape.com 


1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 
wi ape Co. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 





...do it yourself! 


diy Lipeovens.com 


instructional videos & dvd's for beginners 





ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW.AOFDESIGN.COM 


1-877-978-9088 _ fashiondesign@sasktel.net 


Wide Variety Of Classes 


2 ? Swiss Embroidery 
¢iw 6s Natural Fibers 
r a | ell i. * : . 
PL si Plaza Mall, 99 S. Elliott Road 
eT ae Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
, 119-942-9661 














Fabrics, Notions, Craft Basics & More! 
PO Box 234 La Grange KY 40031 (502) 265-1005 





eee 









THE SILK SOURCE 





SILK FABRICS 
(BY MA) 













Silk Doupioni, China Silk, Silk Shantung, Silk Gauze, Silk Taffeta, 
Silk Organza, Silk Crepe 4ply, Duchess Satin, Silk Charmeuse, 
Heavy Shantung Plain, Heavy Shantung Rib, Silk Crepe-de-chine, 
Doupioni Silk Metallic, Silk Linen, Silk Chiffon, Raw Silk Noil, 

Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 


*N eut Suxprise Pachages!* 
SUPER SILK 


P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
Flushing, NY 11352 Cail toll free for free brochure 


(718) 886-2606 1-800-432-7455 
www.supersilk.com 


Visit our Website or 













Innovative sewing 
patterns up to 
plus size. 

Funky quilts and 

i fun kids clothes. 


2ikadesign.com 










Tel Fan 604-886-4778 


Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 
| e = | 
baerfabrics.com 


Z Acres of 


Mary Mulari’s 

-Books- 4} 

PRODUCTIONS  _;Baoks. 
www.marymulari.com -Embroidery-1 
I 


i \ Phone 800-562-5578 = -Fabric 


1_Box art, AURORA MN 55705 Collection- i 


“Tf you like fabric... ox @ 
You’ll Love Our Store!”’ 


Quality Fabrics for... 
Fashion * Bridal * Quilting «<< 
Home Decorating * Upholstery T \ 
WWW.NEWENGLANDFABRICS.COM 
Ralston St., Keene, NH 03431 603/352-8683 





Merchandise! 



















candlelight valley fabrics 


designer fabrics on-line 


silks wools cashmeres 


jerseys linens suiting 


mic rotibe ws 


rYAYVONS 


it’s where you want to be! 
www.canelelightvalleyfabrics.com 





ro Buttons NW 


AY c Wale tU(-m.-m => cori dare m ajelacelats 
A SHOP OUR WEBSITE 
if 


&] WWW.BUTTONSofNW.COM | 


6 PH 1-800-556-7657 


- 








acw Amazing 
(formerly Stretch & Sew) 
Fabrics by Mail 
fine knits for the fashion sewing enthusiast 
952-884-7321 


visit us at www.sew-amazing.com 
521 W. 98" St, Bloomington, MN 55420 











The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 


Uses Your body 
pen 


Measurements 
imo 2 pattems 
Your Personal Fit 
Reduces Your Frustration 
saves Your time & money 
Customize Your wardrobe 
Easy to use for Your better Fil 
Your Personal Fit-ting Shells 
fitingide Your patterns like 
Your body fits inio a garment 


ersonal 


wwew YOurDerBonalfit com threads htrn 
559-213-6620 Fax 559-291-0933 





SEW SMART FABRICS 
53 West State Street 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-7990 


Unusual fabrics for clothing, 
costuming, quilting and home decor. 


www.sewsmartfab.com 


[Decades of Style ® 

Pattern Company ivay 
Offering vintage patterns i \ \ \ 
from 1900 to 1960 - faithfully /| 


ll 


reproduced with modernized }/ 


| 





printed patterns and e 
illustrated instructions. [ach 
pattern is available in 12 sizes 
trom AO” bust to 55" bust! 


—— 





www.decadesofstyle.com 


aN 










2 7, Ad 
Locies.. tes t (eekeds Dupe é¢4,, Corr 
Se I 








Need a gift for the person 
who has EVERYTHING? 


The stylish scissors are spring activated, 


PO. Bom )$745 « Préodeinna « 19/03 « 7i4 Ban apa 
serrated, and ready for action by tailors, 
artists, seamstresses, hobbyists 


’ a 7 
<< ; 
wa and medical professionals. 


Compact, 7 colors and 5 finishes also available in a necklace. 
Mackin & Company 
(800) 280-7367 www.mackincompany.com 











AGENTS / REPRESENTATIVES 


The eTELESTEA Online Fashion Design College is 
looking for agents and/or representatives in the US to 
promote and distribute its products and services. 
| « Online courses: 
Pattern Drafting, Fashion Design, Virtual Factory | 
(Platinum Seal of Excellence in Multimedia 2005) 
|e Amazing training methods and Design Software. 
www.etelestia.com email: anastasia@etelestia.com 
www.sitam-ab.com email: anastasia@sitam-ab.com 
call: +30 2310 251510 (Eastern time +7 hours) 
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A Fabric Oasis 


Top quality quilting fabrics 
Secure online shopping 


Entire Fairy Frost Collection 
from Michael Miller Fabrics 


www.atabricoasis.com 


P.O. Box 737 ¢ Garrisonville, VA 22463 
(540) 286-2609 


Patterny for haty & gloves 


Multi-size hat & glove patterns, 
Glovemaking supplies, 
Millinery supplies, needles, 
Fabrics, books, blocks & more 


Pattern % Stadio 


For Distinctive Hats & Gloves 
P.O Box 15874 


Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874 
(513) 821-HATS 


y ~ £ 


www.patternstudio.com 
pstudio@patternstudio.com 


Quality Value Style 


Your source for sewing cabinets with the looks of fine furniture, 


AUC 


Natural oe and Natural Fibers 


Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hemp yarn, thread, fiber, and 
|fabric. Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more... 


|www.aurorasilk.com - Portland, Oregon - {503) 286-41 49 


cronm -  o B VAS eyiicicmacnim - -—- —- % 








The best name in sewing notions! : 
i Over 2,000 items—tools, threads, i 
i quilting and sewing books and patterns. J 
' Contact us today! We will rush you ' 
our newest eee 
| 





P.O. Box 7500, Big Sandy, TX 75755-7500 
(800) 772-2891 
www.Clotilde.com 


— 


Visit www.paccprofessionals.org 


li 
PROFESS a, 15 LATION 


wo Cohigs 


For membership info or free referral call: 
(877) 755-0303 or write 


PACC, Dept.T, 7722 Old Woodstock Lane, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
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See ad index on pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 





A. Str raor ri inary 80. 
We) - ‘Ue 


t Embroidery 7 


Al Al WA Thee mbroidgryatudio.com 






#721 Pe[TeNNial 
Pant COLLection 


$17. Includes S&H Visa-MC-Amex 
call 503-722-5152- OR SEND CHECK TO: 
KAYLA KENNINGTON -PATTERNS 
19363 Willamette Dr. # 108 
West Linn, OR 97068 
www.kaylakennington.com 


MY TWI 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 













® dressforms & 
pantsforms 








Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 


www.mytwindressforms.com * 1-866-4MYTWIN _ 






Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 
608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics,com 





costumefabrics 
.com 





Fabric 
Free 48 page Catalog L 


www.beaconfabric.com 


Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies 
Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics 
Embellishing/Embroidery Thread 
Scissors, Elastic, Webbing and Zippers 


8331 Epicenter Blvd. 
Lakeland, F_33809 800-713-8157 








EUROPEAN CUT 


by Elizabeth M. Allemong 


A book about drafting basic slopers the 
European way! 


To order: send $35 + $4 for shipping to: 
VESTIS BOOKS, P.O. Box 29209 
Columbus, OH 43229-0209 
OR 


at vestisbooks.com 





save 20% 


Custom DRT Ceneaeee Quality Ga-Time Delivery — 
ALY 


o sree 


signature Jacquard Fabric, 
em Ribbons, Labels, lags, 


fedtesit TA Becca 


Patches <No Min Qty> 
FUHNG SATIN CO. INC 
Tel (516) 877-1811 i] jo 
Fax (516) 877- 1212. L 


ww fi \alal gsa rom cern pl me) 







E mail | fuhngsatin @hotma com 











a : Stick-on Giant ail 
‘ron Clean Ironing Board Non-stick 
‘Iron Shoe Cover Ironing Sheet 


| to order: write, call or e-mail * PO Box 1797 Auburn WA 98071 








_ 1-800-527-8811 * www.bonash.com 
* Over 50,000 craft & 
BiS:VE sewing supplies 
FOR LESS . *MOKE than 900 brands 
* FVERVOAY low prices! 


The African Fabric Shop 


Vibrant. Exciting. Unique. 
Wax prints. Batik. Mudcloth. Beads. 
For dressmaking, quilting and furnishing. 


www.africanfabric.co.uk 






North Jersey’s largest fabric/quilt shop. 


BERNINA‘® EJ sewINc MACHINE 
Fabrics-Yarn-Machine Embroidery 
Located 25 minutes from New York City 


between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Rt. 23. 
Acme Country Fabrics 

24-26 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Pequannock, NJ. 07440 

973-696-1784 Wwww.acmecountryfabrics.com 







' ew ng / AS 
Your source for mail order 
sewing supplies 


* Hard-to-find items for fashion sewing 


* Tailoring supplies + Buttons 
* Over 80 colors of Ambiance lining 
: Designer patterns 


www.thesewingplace.com 


1-800-587-3937 





“ULTRASUEDE’™ 


By the yard or 
specialty cut piece 
Over 120 Colors 
Appliqués * Fringe 


ULTRA STYLE DESIGNS 


Secure on-line ordering 


www.ultrastyledesigns.com 


813 Moffat Court, Castle Rock, CO 80108 
Toll free: 1-866-733-8949 
Ccoeoececececoeceeeeececeoeceeeee® 





HATS OFF 
TO YOUR 
20TH YEAR! 


email name and address | 
to: info@folkwear.com 


2150 - Hungarian Szur 


thre:ds 


SUBSCRIBER 
LIST SERVICE 


Occasionally, we make 
our subscriber list 
available to companies 
whose products we think 
might be of some interest 
to you. If you prefer not 
to receive this mail, just 
send a note with your 
mailing label (or an exact 
copy) to the address 
below. We'll take care of 
the rest. 

Subscriber Service Dept. 
The Taunton Press 

P.O. Box 5506 


63 South Main Street 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506 





BRIDAL 
er FASHION 
FABRIC CENTER FABRICS 
Find the Finest at Kay Fabric Center! 
NOW IN OUR 34™ YEAR. 


Linens ~ Silks ~ Rayons ~ Polyester ~ Lycra ~ Laces 






Beaded Fabrics ~ Brocades ~ Ultra-Suede 
Oriental Prints ~ Chanel Fabrics ~ Appliques 


Call for Samples & Service! 972-234-5111 | 





5 18 W. ARAPAHO ROAD #113 + RICHARDSON, TX 75080 


OTT-LITE LAMPS 
TRUE COLOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES !!! 


www.lumenlight.com 
800-742-4289 





DARR, Inc. 
Sewing Notions that Work 
Made in lis A 
DARR E-Z Winder 
Wind any thread or yarn 
onto spools using your 
sewing machine bobbin winder, 


NEW !! * Patert Pending rat Yh. Wy e 
DARR Piping Magic 2—«« 


Rotary cut piping seam Laaices 
DARR, Ine. 
(251}661-5191 - Fax (251) 665-0072 
http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
info@darrsewnotions.com 


- 


Patent 6f70416 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to 
Threads, Classifieds, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or fax to 203-426-3434, Or email text to 
ads@taunton.com The deadline for the December/ 
January 2006 issue is September 14, 2005. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly 
--TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


$$$ ENJOY SEWING? Workfrom home making 
our adorable baby bibs. Paid weekly. For information 
send SASE to: Stuff-4-Kids PO Box 1060, El Toro, 
CA 92609. 


FABRICS 


LYCRAS* NOTIONS *LACES*P ATTERNS* 

Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skating, 
drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic selection 
of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, lingerie 
laces, notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. Quantity 
discounts available. Catalog--$3.00. Color swatches 
--$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, Garwood, 
TX 77442-0411. Phone or Fax (979) 758-3100. 
www.FabricDepotCo.com 





CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 
COUTURE WORKSHOPS 


Chanel and That Suit 


October 10-15, 2005 
January 4-9, 2006 


Sew Any Fabric 


January 10-15, 2006 


Unique couture 
workshops to expand 


your horizons, 
inspire you, and 
increase your skills. 
Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 


Congratulations! 


THREADS Magazine 


on 20 Inspirational Years 


We are proud 
to advertise in 
this quality publication. 
Check our website 
for our inspiring 
patterns and fabrics. 


www.C]Patterns.com 


PO, Box 858 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068 
(248) 547-1080 


Soanness Draperies 


10 ft WIDE Textured Cotton 
For Washable, Non-lron, Non-Toxic 
Draperies, Slipcovers, Tablecloths 


$2 Planning Kit with samples: 
www.HomespunFabrics.com 
_MC/V Toll FREE 1-888-543-2998 





ULTRASUEDE? $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 100 Swatches, 
$15.00. Many other fabrics! Field's Fabrics, 1695- 
44th, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-5001. 
1-800-67ULTRA. www.fieldsfabrics.com 


ACCESSORIES / MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE FLORAL & decorative crafts to good home. You 
pay shipping. Reply to betapersii_2000@yahoo.com. 


TARTAN FABRICS & RIBBONS Over 500 
authentic tartans in wool, polyviscose, cotton & 
silk. www.TartanInteriors.com Telephone 

+44 1890860770. Email info@tartaninteriors.com 


DESIGNER GLASS BUTTONS! Unique, elegant 
— for clothing, handbags, jewelry and crafts. 
Terrie Voigt Studio www.tvsglass.com 


VERY NICE ORIGINAL SINGER Featherweight 
(221) with case. Toll free 866-349-8551. 


VIDEOS 


MACHINE QUILTMAKING LESSONS: Detailed 
video instructions show complete process. 
$9.95-$17.95 Toptobobbin.com (219) 629-3807. 
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MTT bv TONYA COON-BROOKS 


sewing room 


n acorner of the basement, between 

the water heater and the dryer, I havea 

little room where no one else is allowed 
to go. My family cannot sit in the chair or 
drop their belongings on the floor. They 
aren't permitted to rummage through 
the shelves or baskets. Woe to the person 
who borrows the scissors or uses the 
marking pencils to make school projects. 

I come here at night to work with my 
hands. I feel the sensuous smoothness 
of silk or the cool texture of linen as I lay 
the folds of fabric on my cutting table. 

I measure and mark the cutting lines. 
My heavy silver scissors make a musical 
sound as they bite through the fabric. 

The iron sighs as it releases steam 
into my face. I smell the musty scent of 
steamed cloth. The fabric is warm and 
smooth. In a room so quiet, I can hear 
the tinkle of a straight pin hitting the 
floor, and my mind goes quiet, too. This 
is the only place where | control the noise 
of my life. | can gently press my foot on 
a pedal and the sewing machine hums. I 
can stop it and listen to complete silence. 

Sewing is like chanting or praying. Out 
of the fidgety, nervous beginning, some- 
thing profound happens—something 
that never happens at will. It happens 
with the surrender of will. I am joyful in 
this room. Graceful. Calm. Serene. 

On the wall across from my bench 
hangs an awful still life, painted by my 
neighbor, Mrs. Cully. She lived next to 
me when I was six years old, and when- 


— 


ever I saw her painting in her back yard, 
would go to visit. She was never impa- 
tient or annoyed with my questions. Al- 
though I moved away when I was seven, 
Mrs. Cully remained my grandmother's 
neighbor. I don’t remember seeing her of- 
ten after that and was astonished when, 
25 years later, her son called to tell me 
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that his mother had bequeathed her still life to me. 

On the other walls hang pictures of my mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. My great- 
grandmother was a farmer’s wife with 13 children. The 
day of her portrait taking, she wore black silk and tied 
her hair back severely. In the fashion of her time, she sat 
in a large chair and stared grimly into the camera. 

[ have her apron tucked away in my drawer. It is long, 
made of cheap cotton, but it has a perfect ruffle on the 
bottom. On winter nights, she made quilts and embroi- 
dered table scarves. After her long work days, she must 
have been tired in the evening. Somehow, she found 
the time to make hand-stitched quilts with delicately 
colored embroidery. 

Grandma didn't sew, but she canned and made jelly. 
What started as a necessary chore during the Depres- 
sion became her art. I used to open her pantry doors to 
watch the brilliant colors of jars of jelly, piccalilli and 
corn relish flashing on the shelves. They seemed much 
too beautiful to eat. 

My mother kept a Singer sewing machine in the little 
room at the top of the back stairs. I would watch her 
pump the treadle with her feet while she guided the 
cloth with her hands. She would sing while she made 
our clothes, and her songs echoed down the winding 
staircase. She made a pair of green corduroy overalls for 
me when I was six. 

When I sew, I think about the women who brought 
me here, hard-working people who put beauty into their 
lives in common, ordinary ways. They didn't have to 
paint those pictures, make those quilts, and put that 
jelly in fancy jars. Their efforts were probably noticed by 
few and praised by fewer. Nonetheless, they gave their 
works of art to the world. 

It is the small act of creation that makes our lives 
shine, that lifts us from the drudgery of our hard- 
working days. This knowledge brings such peace to my 
sewing space. I often make mistakes, and some of the 
things I make are as ugly as the still life on my wall. 

It doesn’t bother me for long. It was the process of 
making it that mattered and the company I kept in my 
sewing room. LY 


Tonya Coon-Brooks lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Drawing: Leslie Lammle 
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(u} Husqvarna 


Touch It! / See It! / Embroider It! / Simply Sew! 


Interactive 


Designer Screen. 


Touch the Interactive 
Designer Screen on the 
new Husqvarna Viking 
Designer SE and forever 
change your perception of 
sewing and embroidery. 
With higher resolution, the 
user-friendly Interactive 
Designer Screen with 3D 
view is big and features 
over 65,000 colors. 


a free brochure and CD, visit www.husay 


©2004 VSM Sewing Inc. Husqvarna and Viking are registered trademarks. 


Interactive 4D 
Embroidery. 


Exclusive 
E! Light" 


Turn on the new Husqvarna Touch it. Copy it. Paste it. 


Viking Designer SE and you Drag it. Zoom in and out. 


Customize it. Beautiful 
embroidery in 3D with 
3D-fabric background and 
actual thread shades is 


are greeted with the 
radiance of the exclusive 
E!Light.™ Rows of long- 
lasting, light emitting 
diodes. You adjust the yours with the new 
intensity and color of the Husqvarna Viking Designe 
E!Light color to accommo- SE and interactive 

date the light in your Designer Embroidery and 
sewing room or reflections Customizing. 


from your fabric. 





king.com or call 800-358-0001. 
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> your fabric and adj 







accordingly for exac 
smooth, easy and a 
hands-free sewing. 
Sewing Advisor® sets the 
best stitch, stitch width 

and length, thread tension 





and sewing speed for you. 
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Organza can support all sorts 
of pretty embellishments, as 
illustrated in the embroidery, 
beads, sequins, and velvet ap- 
pliqué above. 

While both silk and polyester 
organzas are sheer and light- 
weight, they are also deceptively 
strong, thanks to their tightly 


twisted (10-12 turns per inch) 


filament yarns. The crispness of 
silk organza is due to the natural 


gum left on fibers during pro- 
cessing; in man-made polyester, 
the stiffness is engineered. Silk 
organzas are warm, yet breath- 
able. They can be weakened by 
sunlight or perspiration and are 
generally more expensive than 
polyesters, which are strong and 
very wrinkle-resistant but trap 
body heat and produce static 
cling. {f you are unsure of the 
fiber content of a particular 


FINE FABRICS 


organza, pull a yarn and touch it 
to a flame. Silk will burn slowly 
and smell like burning leaves 
(silkworms dine on mulberry 
leaves); polyester will melt. 

Organza is crisp, durable, and 
presses well but should never 
be relegated tothe interfacing 
drawer alone. 


For buying information, 
see Notions on Page 16 





Photo: Sloan Howard 





